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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

       Being able to read opens people’s world because reading will lead them to 

knowledge and it is a symbol of civilization. In other words, reading is a 

fundamental skill to acquire content knowledge in academic fields such as science 

and social studies. People hope when they come to school and learn to read, they 

will be able to read. Therefore, they learn to read since they are little children. In 

the early time of learning, children are introduced with letters and they must be 

familiar with those in order to be able to read. Then they learn to combine letters 

into a word and read it correctly. The stages of learning reading go so far. In those 

stages, they must successfully combine the ability of auditory, visual, memory, 

and concentration (Riddick, 1996). Finally, it is amazing when children are able to 

read. 

       However, some people find difficulty in reading. People facing this condition 

are unable to combine the ability of auditory, visual, memory, and concentration. 

They feel words and numbers are their enemies that will make them exhausted 

and frightened. This condition will be worse when the environment presses them. 

Therefore, inability to read can have profound social and psychological 

consequences. Reading disability, actually, is not a sign of stupidity —as what 

public believes— but a language disorder called dyslexia. According to the 

organic theory (Bogdanowicz, 2003 in Bolibczuk-Juszczak, 2006), the reason of 
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dyslexia is the micro-damage of organic structures in the brain that are responsible 

for reading and writing. The damage is the result of the activity of pathogenic 

factors (chemical, physical, biological) on central nervous system in the prenatal 

and natal period. On the other hand, Riddick (1996: 2) defines dyslexia as 

follows: 

Dyslexia is a disorder manifested by difficulty in learning to read 

despite conventional instruction, adequate intelligence and sociocultural 

opportunity. It is dependent upon fundamental cognitive disabilities 

which are frequently of constitutional origin. 

 

The definition above clearly shows that reading difficulty is a disorder caused by 

cognitive disturbance. 

       However, the popular misconception, which says that children who are 

dyslexic see things backwards, is still strongly rooted in society. In reality, their 

problems are only in the connection between seeing words and producing or 

remembering the sounds they make. Moreover, what people believe is wrong. In 

fact, many dyslexics are brilliant, talented, and great, for example Einstein, 

Thomas Edison, Beethoven, Leonardo Da Vinci, Charles Schwab, Walt Disney, 

and Picasso. 

       The phenomena of dyslexia are astonishing. According to Harvey Hubbell V, 

the director of Dislecksia: The Movie (a documentary film of dyslexia), about one 

American in seven has some degree of dyslexia. He comes into this statement 

after conducting research for his documentary film. Although the number of 

dyslexics is actually huge, public has yet to be aware of what dyslexia is. 

Moreover, public have not known what to do with dyslexics yet. In addition, the 

society still underestimates dyslexics and since they cannot read, they become 
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class-clown when they read aloud in front of the class. They are frustrated since 

they cannot follow the material and they fail in any subjects. Thus, people 

underestimate them more. Children with dyslexia actually learn harder than 

normal children because they have more difficulties. Thus, very often they are 

easily tired. 

      According to Reid (2005), the term dyslexia is used after conducting an 

extended assessment process which involves conducting observation, collecting 

information from the classroom situation, curriculum, and parents, and employing 

any standardized assessments. Fortunately, many scientists are concerned with 

this problem and many theories and approaches are invented to solve these 

problems. They know that it is not a sign of stupidity but an illness. In England 

and Wales there have been dyslexia friendly schools’ campaigns which are 

supported by the government in collaboration with the British Dyslexia 

Association. The campaigns help dyslexics to recover from this illness.  

      The horrible condition depicted above is also experienced by Brian Ellsworth, 

the main character in Backwards: The Riddle of Dyslexia. Brian faces difficulties 

in reading and recognizing letters, words, and numbers. His teachers consider him 

as a stupid and lazy student; his parents think that he is slow; and his friends think 

that he is foolish, for he cannot read. Anytime he sees words and tries to read, he 

feels that the letters are moving and thus, he reads what he sees. Consequently, his 

reading sounds non sense. He also faces the problem of spelling and writing in 

which he cannot write correctly. Moreover, he is unable to differentiate some 

quite similar letters. Facing such kind of problem, he is frustrated and he wants to 
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be like other children who can read. However, he is not as stupid as what people 

think. His problem is only being unable to read that makes him fail to follow other 

subjects and unable to concentrate or organize things. In fact, he suffers from 

dyslexia. Like other dyslexics, Brian has special talent which is the ability to run 

fast. Fortunately, Brian can recover from dyslexia after undergoing a special 

therapy, and the therapy successfully recovers him from dyslexia since it is 

supported by Brian’s teachers, parents, as well as friends. 

       The movie clearly depicts the phenomena of a dyslexic; how a dyslexic child 

fails to read, creates errors, behaves peculiarly, and how his environment helps 

him to successfully undergo dyslexic therapy. Since the movie depicts the 

phenomena of dyslexia, one of language disorders, which is under the field of 

psycholinguistics, the researcher is interested to explore the phenomena of 

dyslexia suffered by the main character in Backwards: The Riddle of Dyslexia. 

 

B. Research Focus 

       There are so many people who are able to read. This phenomenon shows that 

reading is actually easy. For some children, reading is easy since they do not have 

any disturbance. However, for some others, reading is very hard because they 

have disturbance. This inability to read is called dyslexia. A dyslexic child will 

face difficulty in reading caused by cerebral disease or injury (Berlin, 1887 in 

Beaton, 2004: 3). Gavin Reid (2005: 6) adds that dyslexic children have problems 

with their left hemisphere. As the result, they will find it more difficult and 
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exhausting when they have a task which is involving phonics, accuracy, 

sequencing and remembering. 

       The condition will be worse when the society presses them and 

underestimates them since they are unable to read as common children. 

Consequently, they feel inferior to others. This wrong treatment from society 

harms their psychology and it causes dyslexic children to behave peculiarly.  

       This research explored the phenomena explained above. However, she did not 

observe dyslexia in a real setting, but in a movie. Observing phenomena in a 

movie does not make this research unworthy because a movie is believed to be a 

representation of real life. In this research, the researcher focused on examining 

three problems of dyslexia suffered by the main character in Backwards: The 

Riddle of Dyslexia.  

       The first problem deals with linguistic errors created by the main character in 

Backwards: The Riddle of Dyslexia. To examine these errors, this research 

employed miscue analyses proposed by Goodman in Reid (2005).  

       The second problem deals with environmental factors which occur in 

Backwards: The Riddle of Dyslexia in order to recover from dyslexia. To answer 

the second problem, the researcher employed theories proposed by Reid (2005). 

       The last problem deals with the teaching approaches used to recover the main 

character in Backwards: The Riddle of Dyslexia from dyslexia. The researcher 

employed Reid’s theory (2005) to reveal the approaches used.  
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C. Formulation of the Problems 

Based on the research focus, the problems are formulated as follows. 

1. What are the types of linguistic errors of dyslexia experienced by the main 

character in Backwards: The Riddle of Dyslexia? 

2. What are the environmental factors which occur in the movie? 

3. What kinds of teaching approaches are used to recover the main character in 

the movie from dyslexia? 

 

D. Research Objectives 

       Based on the formulation of the problems above, the objectives of this 

research are as follows: 

1. to identify and explain the types of linguistic errors experienced by the main 

character in Backwards: The Riddle of Dyslexia; 

2. to examine the environmental factors which occur in the movie; and 

3. to describe the kinds of teaching approaches used to recover the main 

character in the movie from dyslexia. 

 

E. Research Significance 

This research is hopefully beneficial to: 

1. Students of English Language and Literature Study Program 

This research hopefully can contribute more knowledge about 

psycholinguistics especially to those whose major is linguistics. Moreover, 

this research can be a reference of dyslexia for their study. 
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2. Readers in general 

This research hopefully can be beneficial to giving them information about 

dyslexia since many people do not know about this phenomenon. Thus, they 

know what to do with dyslexia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


