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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

 
 

A. Conclusions 

Based on the findings and discussion, the conclusions could be formulated 

as the following: 

1. The first objective of this research is to identify and describe the types of 

speech acts in terms of the locutionary acts, the illocutionary acts and the 

perlocutionary acts delivered by the main character of Ryan Fleck’s Half 

Nelson outside and inside the school. 

Related to the locutionary acts, the main character, Dan, employs 

three forms, i.e. declarative, interrogative, and imperative outside and inside 

the school. The declarative form becomes the most dominant form in his 

utterances in both contexts. It is used by him in almost all functions of 

illocutionary act types, such as to inform, convince, state, describe, clarify, 

argue, request something or someone to do something, express his feeling, 

refuse, and offer. On the contrary, the imperative is the least performed type. 

It is due to the fact that it is only used by Dan to make commands, to request 

or to give instruction while coaching basketball. 

Further, in terms of illocutionary act, Dan employs four types of this 

act outside the school, i.e. assertive, directive, expressive, and commissive. He 

uses assertive most that is to inform, convince, state, argue, clarify, correct, 

agree with, describe, predict, and conclude. In the daily life, he feels that the 

condition around him is not in line with his opinion. Therefore, he uses his 
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utterances to assert what he believes to be the case. On the contrary, the 

commissive category stands in the lowest frequency because he only uses it in 

offering, refusing and denying. Dan does not employ declaration because 

outside the school, he plays a role as a common person, not a teacher who has 

an institutional position. The conversations outside the school are between 

Dan and his friends or Dan and his family members. 

On the other hand, outside the school, all types of illocutionary act are 

found in Dan’s utterances. They are directive, assertive, expressive, 

commissive, and declaration. He employs the directive type most. This 

condition can normally happen because he is a teacher and basketball coach 

who asks questions to his students, requests and commands them to do 

something, including giving instructions during coaching them, suggests and 

encourage them, even forbid insists, warn and someone. On the other hand, 

commissive is in the fourth place. He only employs this act to offer and 

refuse. On the contrary, declaration is the least of five types since he employs 

it only once in the classroom, namely sentencing. 

Concerning the perlocutionary acts, there are four classifications as 

the results of Dan’s illocutionary act found outside the school, i.e. get h to 

know, get h to do something, to express feeling, and get h to expect 

something. The most dominant act is get h to know. It shows that Dan would 

rather employ the acts aimed to get h to know such as informing, arguing, 

convincing, clarifying, etc. than perform other acts. He tends to express what 

he thinks/believes to others so that they recognize it since the situation around 



141 
 

 
 

him in his daily life is not in line with his opinion. On the contrary, the least 

occuring perlocutionary act is get h to expect something. Dan only performs 

three acts that make the hearers expect something, i.e. offering, refusing, and 

denying. 

On the other hand, there are five kinds of perlocutionary act found in 

Dan’s utterances inside the school, i.e. get h to do something, get h to know, 

express feeling, praise, and get h to expect something. As a teacher, he 

employs the most acts aimed to get h to do something. For example, he gives 

his students questions that make them answers his questions, or give them 

instructions that make them follow them while coaching basketball. On the 

contrary, get h to expect something is the least-employed act because he only 

employs two acts that make h expect something, namely offering and 

refusing. 

In addition, outside the school, Dan who is a drug addict also performs 

both drug and history-related terms. For example, rehab and solid are for 

drug-related terms, Mein Kamph, Nazi, and dialectics are for history-related 

terms. Inside the school, Dan is a history teacher and basketball coach, thus 

he performs history and basketball-related terms, such as the civil rights 

movement, the South, historical turning points for history-related terms, and 

ref, foul, shooting for basketball-related terms. 

2. Regarding with the second objective of this research which is to describe the 

way the main character who is a drug addict copes with the life outside and 

inside the school, it can be inferred that he cannot completely split between 
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both lives. Sometimes he can act as what a teacher is supposed to do without 

being influenced by his outside life. However, sometimes, his act as a teacher 

or coach can be considered abnormal. This condition is caused by his habit of 

consuming cocaine. 

This drug has many negative effects on people who use it. For 

example, it can lose one’s ability to think clearly, exercise good judgment, 

control his/her behavior that cause bizarre, erratic, sometimes violent 

behavior, apathy, confused exhaustion, irritability, and mood disturbances 

and Dan suffers from them. Those effects drive him to behave strangely and 

rudely inside the school. He even performs the offensive words when he gets 

angry or annoyed, such as, fucking, bullshit, and bitch. 

However, he can be honest to tell what he thinks and feels about his 

life to people he likes or considers them as his ‘friends’ no matter where he is, 

outside or inside the school. He also does not have a true friend as what 

normal people have. He only has Rachel, his ex-girlfriend who has cleaned up 

from the drug and Drey, his student who catches him using cocaine in the 

girl’s toilet after the basketball match, whom he considers friends. He does 

not even get along with his family (his dad, mom, and brother). 

This condition makes him hard to quit from the drug. It is known that 

the best thing people can do to help a drug addict is to learn how to recognize 

the signs of drug abuse and be prepared to take action to get help for 

themselves or a loved one. In fact, Dan does not have close friends and good 

relationship with his family. It means that no one cares about him. He will not 
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get the help from anyone to get away from his bad habit. It is only Drey who 

finally tries to care about him. However, this is not enough. He actually needs 

sincere support from his family. 

 

B. Suggestions 

The results of this study can lead to the suggestions for the following 

parties: 

1. the students of English Language and Literature 

The students majoring in linguistics are suggested to learn pragmatics 

since it is important to know the intended meaning in communication and it helps 

them avoid misunderstanding in communication. In addition, reading this 

research, students as foreign language learners can get some knowledge that 

performing act via language can be in various ways. They can perform a 

command not only through an imperative sentence, but also through an 

interrogative sentence and a declarative sentence.  

2. other researchers 

Speech act is still a broad topic, which needs to be analyzed with many 

different approaches. This research only discusses the types of speech act related 

to the setting and to the human problem. Therefore, other researchers can explore 

speech act related to social level or between different ages in this movie. 
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