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Facts about Indonesia
Source: Central Bureau of Statistics http://sp2010.bps.go.id/
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Religions
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Ethnic Groups
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Daily Languages
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What’s more?

▪ 17,504 islands
▪ 1,158 local languages
▪ 1,340 ethnic groups

→ high diversity → high potential of conflicts

Possible solutions?



Minimizing potential of conflicts

How? 
▪ Promoting multicultural education
▪ Increasing the cultural literacy level
▪ Building multicultural awareness

Who?
▪ Family
▪ School
▪ Society



Multicultural Education (ME)

▪ provides an anti-racial education, which takes 
into account basic skills and knowledge for all.
▪ bridges the gap between curriculum and 
teacher’s character, pedagogy, class situation, 
and school culture to promote equality in 
education
▪ enables students to be more prepared in facing 
global challenges, since it supplies students with 
the ability to work in various cultures
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Cultural Literacy in ME

▪ Schools serve as a building bridge between 
traditional academic culture, the culture of 
students, and world culture.
▪ Once learners become aware of other cultures, 
their understanding and appreciation of their own 
culture and its relation to other cultures becomes 
heightened.
▪ Cultural awareness can be built through genuine 
learning experiences.
▪ Cultural modeling is an important element.
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Research Setting

▪ Year: 2016
▪ Location: 10 junior and senior high schools in 
Yogyakarta (10 principals, 50 teachers, 1000 
students)
▪ Rational: Yogyakarta provides a good capture of 
the complex multicultural setting of Indonesia as it 
is highly composed of people from various cultures 
in Indonesia.
▪data collection: questionnaires, interview, FGD



Participating Schools

▪ SMP 1
▪ SMP 3
▪ SMP 5
▪ SMP Muh 2
▪ SMP Kesatuan Bangsa
▪ SMA 1
▪ SMA 11
▪ SMA Muh 2
▪ SMA De Britto
▪ SMA Kesatuan Bangsa

▪ Rangitoto College
▪ Massey High School
▪ Kowhai Intermediate
▪ Baradene College of 
the Sacred Hearts
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Findings: Whose responsibility?

Society

School

Family



▪ socialization of the concepts of multiculturalism

▪ availability of both printed and digital references 
related to multiculturalism

▪ provision of good examples of the best practices of 
multiculturalism (cultural modeling)

▪ involvement in cultural activities

Findings: Strategies to promote cultural literacy



Socialization of the concepts of multiculturalism
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Family

• Watching programs of various cultures

• Family trip to cultural sites 

School

• Putting slogans & banners related to multiculturalism

• Studium generale on multiculturalism

Society

• Information sharing in social media

• Putting banners in strategic locations



Availability of both printed and digital references 
related to multiculturalism
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Family

• Providing references (printed/digital)

• Motivating children to read more about multiculturalism

School

• Providing references (printed/digital) about cultural 
diversity

• Providing reading /cultural corners

Society

• Promoting multicultural issues through community and 
commercial ads

• Giving sanctions to programs involving violence
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Provision of good examples of the best practices of 
multiculturalism (cultural modeling)

Family

• Culturally responsive parenting

• Providing opportunities to learn other cultures

School

• Visiting places to learn about multiculturalism

• Holding a seminar on multicultural education

Society

• Using public figures as models of good cultural behavior

• Involving multicultural elements of the society in social 
activities



Involvement in cultural activities

Family

• Participating in cultural activities

• Attending cultural activities

School

• Organizing students’ cultural workshops and performances

• Arranging guest lecturing/student exchange programs 

Society

• Organizing cultural agenda: performances, exhibitions, 
parades





Conclusion

Family, school, and society need to collaborate well to 
promote cultural literacy in Indonesian multicultural 
context. Program with much cultural contents provide 
the basic knowledge to build the awareness and 
understanding of the cultural diversity that every 
Indonesian should possess.



Thank you.

You can find me at:

titiksudartinah@uny.ac.id
titiksudartinah@yahoo.co.id
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