CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION
This chapter provides research background, identification of problem, problem
formulation, research delimitation, objective of research, and significance of

study.

A. Research Background

In recent years, there has been an increasing interest in preparing the
young generation for global competition and overcoming moral degradation in the
society. In order to succeed in global competition, the young generation should be
creative and have the ability to think critically. In addition, they should have good
communication and cooperation skills. Therefore, the government established
policies that promote the teaching of 21% century skills, the teaching of literacy
skills and the implementation of Penguatan Pendidikan Karakter (PPK).

Character education is implemented through the teaching of character
values. As stated in Permendikbud number 20 year 2018, PPK instills character
values that derive from Pancasila, such as religiosity values, honesty, tolerance
hard work, creative, etc. With the establishment of this movement, it is expected
that the teaching and learning process at school can be used as a way to teach
knowledge and skills as well as inculcating character values.

English language education is no exception to the policy of character
education. EFL teachers should instill character values which are deemed
important for character development and prepare students for their future.

Therefore, English classes should be a place where EFL teachers assist students in



practicing their skills, introduce them to various character values and act on those
values. In this way, students do not only become people who can communicate
fluently in English but also the ones who perform moral actions and make good
contributions to their society.

One of the ways to integrate character education in English classes is
through EFL textbooks. Textbooks or course books are the main resource of
teaching applied by many English teachers around the world (Richards, 2014: 19).
Textbooks serve as curriculum and cultural artifact (Gray, 2013: 2) as they reveal
certain values, meanings, and ways of communicating from a language that is
being taught and the society where the textbooks are published. This implies that
EFL textbooks focus on providing content and tasks that allow students to practice
their English skills along with instilling character values.

Despite the roles of EFL textbooks, there is evidence that there were EFL
textbooks in Indonesia contradicted with Indonesian values. For example, Wiyono
(2017: 1) from online news Merdeka reports that an English textbook that was
used by a senior high school in Cimahi contained communism symbols in one of
its pages without giving further explanations about the symbol to the readers
(More information about the news is provided in Appendix 2). This communism
value was contradicted with religious value and nationalism value mentioned in
the curriculum. Unfortunately, eighty copies of this book had been used by
teachers and students before all the copies were taken by the educational
authority. Additionally, Rompis (2018: 2) from online news Tribun Manado also

reports that there are textbooks that contained radicalism contents.



The existence of textbooks that does not promote character education is
very unfortunate considering the number of crimes that happens in many cities in
Indonesia. The recent report of the number of crimes from Indonesian Statistics
Organization (2019: 212) shows that there are 336.652 crime cases reported to the
police in 2017. Additionally, Badan Pusat Statistik Provinsi Kalimantan Tengah
(2018: 1) states that there are 455 crime cases that happened in Palangka Raya in
2018. Moral degradation might be one of the reasons why those crimes were
committed. Therefore, teaching character values through textbooks is necessary so
students can become adults who understand the importance of character values
and act on those values.

The problems which are mentioned earlier also hint the importance of
critiquing and analyzing the contents of EFL textbooks. Textbooks are not neutral
from the values, intentions, and beliefs of textbook writers or institutions. The
values should be uncovered so EFL teachers and students can evaluate them and
determine the appropriateness of those values. Besides, no textbooks can ever
meet the needs of a class and institution completely (Harwood, 2014: 10).
Accordingly, critiquing and evaluating textbooks through content analysis should
be regarded as an effort to improve the quality of textbooks.

This study analyzed an EFL textbook entitled Pathway to English Grade
X1 Program Peminatan. The reason to choose English textbook from Peminatan
program was because the program aims to prepare students for college. Studying
in college is different from studying in high schools. University students are

expected to be goal-oriented, creative, independent and responsible for their own



learning. Additionally, they should be able to communicate and work together
with people with different proficiency, personalities and backgrounds. Therefore,
English textbooks in Peminatan program should contain character values that will
prepare them to face challenges in universities.

The textbook was also selected for the following reasons. Firstly, this
study only analyzed Pathway to English for Grade XI Peminatan Program
because the textbook is mostly used by students in senior high schools in
Palangka Raya. Secondly, the textbook implements character education. For these
reasons, Pathway to English for Grade XI Peminatan Program was considered
appropriate for becoming the object of analysis in this study.

B. ldentification of Problems

Based on the background of research, it is evident that there is moral
degradation in the society. The moral degradation could be caused by the lack of
understanding about the importance of character values and commitment to act
based on the values. As a result, people only know that character values and moral
actions are desired by society but are not willing to practice them in daily life.
This problem also shows the importance of teaching character values to the young
generation so they can become adults who understand the importance of character
values and practice them in their daily lives.

Another problem identified from the research background is related to
character education on language materials. The facts show that there were English
textbooks that contradicted with character values proposed by the government.

Regarding the policy of character education, it is compulsory to integrate



character values that are in line with the ones proposed by the government and

other values that are in line with the five principles of Indonesia.

C. Problem Delimitations

Considering the time constraint, it is impossible to investigate all problems
that are mentioned in the identification of problem section. Therefore, this study
focused its investigation on the character values in an EFL textbook which is
entitled Pathway to English for SMA/MA Grade XI Program Peminatan.

Character values that became the focus of analysis were the ones stated in
Permendikbud number 20 year 2018. The character values includes: 1) religiosity;
2) honesty; 3) tolerance; 4) discipline; 5) hard work; 6) creativity; 7)
independence; 8) democratic; 9) curiosity; 10) nationality; 11) patriotism; 12)
appreciation for achievement; 13) friendliness; 14) love of peace; 15) fondness for
reading; 16) environment Awareness; 17) Social awareness; and 18)
responsibility.

Aside from eighteen character values that are recommended by the
government, this research also aimed to find other character values that are
embedded by textbook developers and how the character values are integrated into

the textbook, especially in written texts, tasks, and images.

D. Problem Formulation
1. How are the characters values presented in the EFL textbook entitled
Pathway to English for SMA/MA Grade XI Program Peminatan?
2. What are the character values found in the EFL textbook entitled Pathway

to English for SMA/MA Grade X1 Program Peminatan?



E. Objectives of Research
1. To identify the character values in an EFL textbook which is entitled
Pathway to English for SMA/MA Grade XI Program Peminatan.
2. To find out how character values are presented in written texts, tasks and
images of an EFL textbook entitled Pathway to English for SMA/MA

Grade XI Program Peminatan.

F. Significance of The Study

This research is considered important for the following reasons. The result
of this study might be beneficial for other researchers who are interested in the
integration of character education on English textbooks and developing English
materials for senior high school.

Additionally, the results of this research may be beneficial for English
teachers and textbook writers. For English teachers, the result of this study might
make the teachers aware of character values in EFL textbooks and discuss the
importance of those values with students. Furthermore, the result of this study
might inspire teachers to be more selective in choosing textbooks for their
students. As for textbook writers, hopefully, the result of this study will be taken

into consideration in developing and revising English materials.
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