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1� +ard :ork
So young ± and attractiYe� Yery attractiYe� +e¶s tall� dressed in a fine gray suit� Zhite shirt� and
Elack tie Zith unruly dark copper colored hair and intense� Eright gray eyes that regard me
shreZdly� It takes a moment for me to find my Yoice� �-ames� 2012� 10�

2� +ard :ork

³<ou¶re Yery young to haYe amassed such an empire� 7o Zhat do you oZe your success"´ I
glance up at him� +is smile is rueful� Eut he looks Yaguely disappointed�
³%usiness is all aEout people� Miss Steele� and I¶m Yery good at Mudging people� �-ames� 2012�
11�

�� +ard :ork

³MayEe you¶re Must lucky�´ 7his isn¶t on .ate¶s list ± Eut he¶s so arrogant� +is eyes flare
momentarily in surprise�
³I don¶t suEscriEe to luck or chance� Miss Steele� 7he harder I Zork the more luck I seem to
haYe� It really is all aEout haYing the right people on your team and directing their energies
accordingly� I think it Zas +arYey Firestone Zho said µthe groZth and deYelopment of people is
the highest calling of leadership�¶´
³<ou sound like a control freak�´ 7he Zords are out of my mouth Eefore I can stop them� �-ames�
2012� 11�12�

�� Sadist

³I¶m a Dominant�´ +is eyes are a scorching gray� intense�
³:hat does that mean"´ I Zhisper�
³It means I Zant you to Zillingly surrender yourself to me� in all things�´
I froZn at him as I try to assimilate this idea�
³:hy Zould I do that"´ ³7o please me�´ he Zhispers as he cocks his head to one side� and I see a
ghost of a smile� �-ames� 2012� 72�

5� Sadist

³:hat do you mean"´
³Physically� Zill you hurt me"´
³I Zill punish you Zhen you require it� and it Zill Ee painful�´
I think I feel a little faint� I take another sip of Zine� Alcohol � this Zill make me EraYe� �-ames�



126

2012� 76�

6� Sadist Failure to comply Zith any of the aEoYe Zill result in immediate punishment� the nature of Zhich
shall Ee determined Ey the Dominant� �-ames� 2012� 77�

7� Sadist

³I Zant to fuck your mouth� Anastasia� and I Zill soon�´ his Yoice is hoarse� raZ� his Ereathing
more disMointed�
Fuck my mouth� I moan� and I Eite doZn on him� +e gasps� and he pulls my hair tighter�
painfully� so I release him� �-ames� 2012� �6�
³Naughty� sZeet girl�´ he Zhispers� and then reaches oYer to the Eedside taEle for a foil packet�
³Stay still� don¶t moYe�´ he orders as he releases my hair� �-ames� 2012� �6�

�� Sadist

³2h� please�´ I Eeg� I¶m not sure I can take much more� My Eody is Zound so tight� craYing
release�
³I Zant you sore� EaEy�´ he murmurs� and he continues his sZeet� leisurely torment� EackZard�
forZard�
³(Yery time you moYe tomorroZ� I Zant you to Ee reminded that I¶Ye Eeen here� 2nly me� <ou
are mine�´ �-ames� 2012� �7�

�� Sadist

+e raises his eyeEroZs�
³Red Room of Pain" It¶s mostly aEout pleasure� Anastasia� %elieYe me�´ he says� ³%esides�´ his
tone is harsher� ³<our room�mate is making the Eeast Zith tZo Eacks Zith my Erother� I¶d really
rather you didn¶t�´ �-ames� 2012� �5�

10� Sadist

+e doesn¶t hit me in the same place tZice in succession ± he¶s spreading the pain�
³Aargh�´ I cry out on the tenth slap ± and I¶m unaZare that I haYe Eeen mentally counting the
EloZs�
³I¶m Must getting Zarmed up�´
+e hits me again then he strokes me softly� �-ames� 2012� 1���

11� Sadist
³I like the control it Erings me� Anastasia� I Zant you to EehaYe in a particular Zay� and if you
don¶t� I shall punish you� and you Zill learn to EehaYe the Zay I desire� I enMoy punishing you�
I¶Ye Zanted to spank you since you asked me if I Zas gay�´ �-ames� 2012� 201�
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12� ReserYed �&losed
Personality�

³:ould your friends say you¶re easy to get to knoZ"´ And I regret the question as soon as I say
it� It¶s not on .ate¶s list�
³I¶m a Yery priYate person� Miss Steele� I go a long Zay to protect my priYacy� I don¶t often giYe
interYieZs�´ he trails off�
³:hy did you agree to do this one"´ �-ames� 2012� 7�

1�� ReserYed �&losed
Personality�

³:hat do your siElings do"´
³(lliot¶s in construction and my little sister is in Paris� studying cookery under some renoZned
French chef�´ +is eyes cloud Zith irritation� +e doesn¶t Zant to talk aEout his family or himself�
�-ames� 2012� �0�

1�� ReserYed �&losed
Personality�

³:hy can¶t you tell me noZ"´ I sound petulant�
³%ecause I¶m enMoying my Ereakfast and your company� 2nce you¶re enlightened� you proEaEly
Zon¶t Zant to see me again�´ �-ames� 2012� 55�

15� ReserYed �&losed
Personality�

³:hat does this agreement mean"´
³It means you cannot disclose anything aEout us� Anything� to anyone�´ I stare at him in
disEelief� +oly shit� It¶s Ead� really Ead� and noZ I¶m Yery curious to knoZ�
³2kay� I¶ll sign�´ �-ames� 2012� 6��

16� ReserYed �&losed
Personality�

³+aYe you eYer Eeen Eeaten"´ I ask�
³<es�´
2h« that surprises me� %efore I can question him on this reYelation further� he interrupts my
train of thought�
³Let¶s discuss this in my study� I Zant to shoZ you something�´ �-ames� 2012� 75�76�

17� ReserYed �&losed
Personality�

It illustrates Zhat I can e[pect from him and Zhat he e[pects from me ± my total suEmission�
Am I prepared to giYe him that" Am I eYen capaEle"
I am plagued Ey one question � Zhy is he like this" Is it Eecause he Zas seduced at such a young
age" I Must don¶t knoZ� +e¶s still such a mystery� �-ames� 2012� 1���

1�� ReserYed �&losed
Personality�

³My mother liked you�´ he says dryly�
³Really"´ +is Zords make me flush Zith pleasure�
³2h yes� She¶s alZays thought I Zas gay�´
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My mouth drops open� and I rememEer that question« from the interYieZ� 2h no�
³:hy did she think you Zere gay"´ I Zhisper�
³%ecause she¶s neYer seen me Zith a girl�´
³2h« not eYen one of the fifteen"´
+e smiles�
³<ou rememEered� No� none of the fifteen�´
³2h�´
³<ou knoZ� Anastasia� it¶s Eeen a Zeekend of firsts for me� too�´ he says quietly�
³It has"´ �-ames� 2012� 10��

1�� -ealousy

³I like my tea Elack and Zeak�´ I mutter as an e[planation�
³I see� Is he your Eoyfriend"´
:hoa«:hat"
³:ho"´
³7he photographer� -osp Rodrigue]�´
I laugh� nerYous Eut curious� :hat gaYe him that impression"
³No� -osp¶s a good friend of mine� that¶s all� :hy did you think he Zas my Eoyfriend"´
³7he Zay you smiled at him� and he at you�´ +is gray ga]e holds mine� +e¶s so unnerYing� I
Zant to look aZay Eut I¶m caught ± spellEound�
³+e¶s more like family�´ I Zhisper�
*rey nods slightly� seemingly satisfied Zith my response� and glances doZn at his ElueEerry
muffin� +is long fingers deftly peel Eack the paper� and I Zatch� fascinated� �-ames� 2012� ���

20� -ealousy

³And the Eoy I met yesterday� at the store� +e¶s not your Eoyfriend"´
³No� Paul¶s Must a friend� I told you yesterday�´ 2h� this is getting silly� ³:hy do you ask"´
³<ou seem nerYous around men�´
+oly crap� that¶s personal� I¶m Must nerYous around you� *rey�
³I find you intimidating�´ I flush scarlet� Eut mentally pat myself on the Eack for my candor� and
ga]e at my hands again� I hear his sharp intake of Ereath�
³<ou should find me intimidating�´ he nods� �-ames� 2012� ���
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21� -ealousy

³<ou need to eat� 7hat¶s Zhy you Zere so ill� +onestly Anastasia� it¶s drinking rule numEer
one�´ +e runs this hand through his hair� and I knoZ it¶s Eecause he¶s e[asperated�
³Are you going to continue to scold me"´
³Is that Zhat I¶m doing"´
³I think so�´
³<ou¶re lucky I¶m Must scolding you�´
³:hat do you mean"´
³:ell� if you Zere mine� you Zouldn¶t Ee aEle to sit doZn for a Zeek after the stunt you pulled
yesterday� <ou didn¶t eat� you got drunk� you put yourself at risk�´ +e closes his eyes� dread
etched on his loYely face� and he shudders slightly� :hen he opens his eyes� he glares at me� ³I
hate to think Zhat could haYe happened to you� �-ames� 2012� 50�

22� -ealousy

³I¶ll Must make a call�´ I murmur� I Must Zant to hear .ate¶s Yoice� +e froZns�
³7he photographer"´ +is MaZ clenches� and his eyes Eurn� I Elink at him� ³I don¶t like to share�
Miss Steele� RememEer that�´ +is quiet� chilling tone is a Zarning� and Zith one long� cold look
at me� he heads Eack to the Eedroom�
+oly crap� I Must Zanted to call .ate� I Zant to call after him� Eut his sudden aloofness has left me
paraly]ed� :hat happened to the generous� rela[ed� smiling man Zho Zas making loYe to me not
half an hour ago" �-ames� 2012� 106�

2�� Discipline

2kay� this eYening�´ he acquiesces� ³NoZ eat your Ereakfast�´
My thoughts and my stomach are in turmoil� My appetite has Yanished� I stare at my half�eaten
Ereakfast� I¶m Must not hungry�
³(at� Anastasia� <ou didn¶t eat last night�´
³I¶m really not hungry�´ I Zhisper�
+is eyes narroZ�
³I Zould really like you to finish your Ereakfast�´
³:hat is it Zith you and food"´ I Elurt� +is EroZ knits�
³I told you� I haYe issues Zith Zasted food� (at�´ he snaps� +is eyes are dark� pained� �-ames�
2012� ���
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2�� Discipline

7he Dominant may discipline the SuEmissiYe as necessary to ensure the SuEmissiYe fully
appreciates her role of suEserYience to the Dominant and to discourage unacceptaEle conduct�
7he Dominant may flog� spank� Zhip or corporally punish the SuEmissiYe as he sees fit� for
purposes of discipline� for his oZn personal enMoyment� or for any other reason� Zhich he is not
oEliged to proYide� �-ames� 2012� 11��

25� Discipline

³<ou¶re Yery YerEose�´
+e smiles�
³Discipline� 7here¶s a Yery fine line EetZeen pleasure and pain Anastasia� 7hey are tZo sides of
the same coin� one not e[isting Zithout the other� I can shoZ you hoZ pleasuraEle pain can Ee�
<ou don¶t EelieYe me noZ� Eut this is Zhat I mean aEout trust� 7here Zill Ee pain� Eut nothing
that you can¶t handle� Again� it comes doZn to trust� Do you trust me� Ana"´ �-ames� 2012� 156�

26� Intimidate
³I haYe rules� and I Zant you to comply Zith them� 7hey are for your Eenefit and for my pleasure�
If you folloZ these rules to my satisfaction� I shall reZard you� If you don¶t� I shall punish you�
and you Zill learn�´ he Zhispers� I glance at the rack of canes as he says this� �-ames� 2012� 7��

27� Dominant

<ou¶re a sadist"´
³I¶m a Dominant�´ +is eyes are a scorching gray� intense�
³:hat does that mean"´ I Zhisper�
³It means I Zant you to Zillingly surrender yourself to me� in all things�´
I froZn at him as I try to assimilate this idea� �-ames� 2012� 72�

2�� Dominant

7his is normality� It¶s so grounding and Zelcomes after the last forty�eight hours of« madness� I
eat my first unhurried� no nagging� peaceful meal in that time� :hat is it aEout him and food"
.ate clears the dishes� and I finish packing up the liYing room� :e are left Zith the couch� the
79� and the dining taEle� :hat more could Ze need" �-ames� 2012� 115�

2�� Dominant
³Did you choose these deliEerately" Aren¶t they knoZn for their aphrodisiac qualities"´
³No� they are the first item on the menu� I don¶t need an aphrodisiac near you� I think you knoZ
that� and I think you react the same Zay near me�´ he says simply� �-ames� 2012� 15��

�0� Dominant 7he Dominant may discipline the SuEmissiYe as necessary to ensure the SuEmissiYe fully
appreciates her role of suEserYience to the Dominant and to discourage unacceptaEle conduct�
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7he Dominant may flog� spank� Zhip or corporally punish the SuEmissiYe as he sees fit� for
purposes of discipline� for his oZn personal enMoyment� or for any other reason� Zhich he is not
oEliged to proYide� �-ames� 2012� 11��

�1� Dominant

I raise an eyeEroZ at &hristian� Zho smirks Eack at me�
³<ou knoZ� sometimes it¶s great Eeing me�´ he says Zith a conspiratorial Eut smug grin that I
simply can¶t help emulating� +e¶s so loYaEle Zhen he¶s playful and carefree� +e opens my car
door Zith an e[aggerated EoZ� and in I climE� +e is in such a good mood� �-ames� 2012� �0��

�2� (motional

I scoZl Zith frustration at myself in the mirror� Damn my hair ± it Must Zon¶t EehaYe� and damn
.atherine .aYanagh for Eeing ill and suEMecting me to this ordeal� I should Ee studying for my
final e[ams� Zhich are ne[t Zeek� yet here I am trying to Erush my hair into suEmission� I must
not sleep Zith it Zet� I must not sleep Zith it Zet� Reciting this mantra seYeral times� I attempt�
once more� to Ering it under control Zith the Erush� I roll my eyes in e[asperation and ga]e at the
pale� EroZn�haired girl Zith Elue eyes too Eig for her face staring Eack at me� and giYe up� My
only option is to restrain my ZayZard hair in a ponytail and hope that I look semi presentaEle�
.ate is my roommate� and she has chosen today of all days to succumE to the flu� 7herefore� she
cannot attend the interYieZ she¶d arranged to do� Zith some mega�industrialist tycoon I¶Ye neYer
heard of� for the student neZspaper� So I haYe Eeen Yolunteered� �-ames� 2012� 7�

��� Sensual

³:hy do you insist on calling me Anastasia"´ ³%ecause it¶s your name�´ ³I prefer Ana�´ ³Do you
noZ"´ he murmurs� :e are almost at my apartment� It¶s not taken long� ³Anastasia�´ he muses�
I scoZl at him� Eut he ignores my e[pression� ³:hat happened in the eleYator � it Zon¶t happen
again� Zell� not unless it¶s premeditated�´ +e pulls up outside my duple[� I Eelatedly reali]e he¶s
not asked me Zhere I liYe � yet he knoZs� %ut then he sent the Eooks� of course he knoZs Zhere
I liYe� :hat aEle� cellphone�tracking� helicopter oZning� stalker Zouldn¶t� :hy Zon¶t he kiss
me again" I pout at the thought� I don¶t understand� �-ames� 2012� 60�

��� Sensual

³<ou¶d Ee ama]ed�´ he says dryly�
³7hen Zhy me" I really don¶t understand�´
³Anastasia� I¶Ye told you� 7here¶s something aEout you� I can¶t leaYe you alone�´ +e smiles
ironically� ³I¶m like a moth to a flame�´ +is Yoice darkens� ³I Zant you Yery Eadly� especially
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noZ� Zhen you¶re Eiting your lip again�´ +e takes a deep Ereath and sZalloZs�
My stomach somersaults ± he Zants me« in a Zeird Zay� true� Eut this Eeautiful� strange� kinky
man Zants me� �-ames� 2012� 75�

�5� NaiYe and %lushful

+oly fuck�
³+ard limits"´ I ask�
³<es� :hat you Zon¶t do� Zhat I Zon¶t do� Ze need to specify in our agreement�´
³I¶m not sure aEout accepting money for clothes� It feels Zrong�´ I shift uncomfortaEly� the Zord
µho¶ rattling round my head�
³I Zant to laYish money on you� let me Euy you some clothes� I may need you to accompany me
to functions� and I Zant you dressed Zell� I¶m sure your salary� Zhen you do get a MoE� Zon¶t
coYer the kind of clothes I¶d like you to Zear�´
³I don¶t haYe to Zear them Zhen I¶m not Zith you"´ �-ames� 2012� 77�

�6� NaiYe and %lushful

³I¶Ye neYer done anything like this�´
³:ell� Zhen you¶Ye had se[� Zas there anything that you didn¶t like doing"´ For the first time in
Zhat seems to Ee ages� I Elush� ³<ou can tell me� Anastasia� :e haYe to Ee honest Zith each
other or this isn¶t going to Zork�´
I squirm uncomfortaEly again and stare at my knotted fingers� ³7ell me�´ he commands� ³:ell«
I¶Ye not had se[ Eefore� so I don¶t knoZ�´ My Yoice is small� I peek up at him� and he¶s staring at
me� mouth�open� fro]en� and pale � really pale� ³NeYer"´ he Zhispers� I shake my head� �-ames�
2012� 7��

�7� NaiYe and %lushful

³2h� Ana�´ he Ereathes� ³<ou haYe the most Eeautiful skin� pale and flaZless� I Zant to kiss
eYery single inch of it�´
I flush� 2h my« :hy did he say he couldn¶t make loYe" I Zill do anything he Zants� +e
grasps my hair tie� pulls it free� and gasps as my hair cascades doZn around my shoulders�
³I like Erunettes�´ he murmurs� and Eoth of his hands are in my hair� grasping each side of my
head� +is kiss is demanding� his tongue and lips coa[ing mine� �-ames� 2012� 7��

��� Liking ³I emerge from the suite to find &hristian *rey Zaiting� leaning up against the Zall� looking like
a male model in a pose for some glossy high�end maga]ine�
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³2kay� let¶s do coffee�´ I murmur� flushing a Eeet red�
+e grins�
³After you� Miss Steele�´ +e stands up straight� holding his hand out for me to go first� I make
my Zay doZn the corridor� my knees shaky� my stomach full of Eutterflies� and my heart in my
mouth thumping a dramatic uneYen Eeat� , am JoinJ Wo KaYH FoIIHH ZiWK &KriVWian *rH\��� anG ,
KaWH FoIIHH�´ �-ames� 2012� �1�

��� Liking

³7he doors open and� much to my surprise� *rey takes my hand� clasping it Zith his long cool
fingers� I feel the current run through me� and my already rapid heartEeat accelerates� As he leads
me out of the eleYator� Ze can hear the suppressed giggles of the couple erupting Eehind us� *rey
grins�
³:hat is it aEout eleYators"´ he mutters� �-ames� 2012� �2�

�0� Infatuated LoYe

³:here Zere Ze� Miss Steele"´
2K� ZH¶rH EaFN Wo µ0iVV 6WHHOH¶ noZ�
³Please don¶t let me keep you from anything�´
³I Zant to knoZ aEout you� I think that¶s only fair�´ +is gray eyes are alight Zith curiosity�
DouEle crap� :here¶s he going Zith this" +e places his elEoZs on the arms of the chair and
steeples his fingers in front of his mouth� +is mouth is Yery« distracting� I sZalloZ�
³7here¶s not much to knoZ�´ I say� flushing again� �-ames� 2012� 1��

�1� (mpty LoYe

³Anastasia� she helped me� that¶s all I¶ll say aEout that� And as for your Mealousy� put yourself in
my shoes� I haYen¶t had to Mustify my actions to anyone in the last seYen years� Not one person� I
do as I Zish� Anastasia� I like my autonomy� I didn¶t go and see Mrs� RoEinson to upset you� I
Zent Eecause eYery noZ and then Ze haYe dinner� She¶s a friend and a Eusiness partner�´
%usiness partner" +oly crap� 7his is neZs�
+e ga]es at me� assessing my e[pression�
³<es� Ze¶re Eusiness partners� 7he se[ is oYer EetZeen us� It has Eeen for years�´
³:hy did your relationship finish"´
+is mouth narroZs� and his eyes gleam�
³+er husEand found out�´ �-ames� 2012� 2���
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�2� Romantic LoYe

7he restaurant is small and intimate� a Zooden chalet in the middle of a forest� 7he dpcor is
rustic� random chairs and taEles Zith gingham taElecloths� Zild floZers in little Yases� &uiVinH
6auYaJH� it Eoasts aEoYe the door�
³I¶Ye not Eeen here for a Zhile� :e don¶t get a choice ± they cook ZhateYer they¶Ye caught or
gathered�´ +e raises his eyeEroZs in mock horror� and I haYe to laugh� 7he Zaitress takes our
drinks order� She flushes Zhen she sees &hristian� aYoiding eye contact Zith him� hiding under
her long Elonde Eangs� She likes him� ,W¶V noW MuVW mH! �-ames� 2012� 10��

��� Romantic LoYe

³It¶s cooler noZ� don¶t you haYe a Macket"´
³No�´
+e shakes his head in irritation and takes off his Macket�
³+ere� I don¶t Zant you catching cold�´
I Elink up at him as he holds it open� and as I hold my arms out Eehind me� I¶m reminded of the
time in his office Zhen he slipped my coat onto my shoulders ± the first time I met him ± and the
effect he had on me then� Nothing¶s changed� in fact� it¶s more intense� �-ames� 2012� 160�

��� &ompanionate LoYe

+e moYes us through the croZded throng of dancers to the other side of the dance floor� and Ze
are Eeside .ate and (lliot� &hristian¶s Erother� 7he music is pounding aZay� loud and leery�
outside and inside my head� I gasp� .ate is making her moYes� She¶s dancing her ass off� and she
only eYer does that if she likes someone� Really likes someone� It means there¶ll Ee three of us
for Ereakfast tomorroZ morning� .ate� �-ames� 2011� ���

�5� &ompanionate LoYe

³Mother� this is Anastasia Steele� Anastasia� this is *race 7reYelyan�*rey�´
Dr� 7reYelyan�*rey holds her hand out to me� 7« for 7reYelyan"
³:hat a pleasure to meet you�´ she murmurs� If I¶m not mistaken� there is Zonder and mayEe
stunned relief in her Yoice and a Zarm gloZ in her ha]el eyes� I grasp her hand� and I can¶t help
Eut smile� returning her Zarmth�
³Dr� 7reYelyan�*rey�´ I murmur� �-ames� 2011� 11��

�6� Fatuous LoYe I thaZ a little and take another sip of champagne�
³Right ± Eondage�´ he says� returning to the list� I e[amine the list� and my inner goddess
Eounces up and doZn like a small child Zaiting for ice cream�
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Is %ondage acceptaEle to the SuEmissiYe"
� +ands in front � +ands Eehind Eack
� Ankles � .nees
� (lEoZs
� :rists to ankles
� Spreader Ears
� 7ied to furniture
� %lindfolding
� *agging
� %ondage Zith Rope
� %ondage Zith 7ape
� %ondage Zith leather cuffs
� Suspension
� %ondage Zith handcuffs�metal restraints �-ames� 2012� 1�1�1�2�

�7� &onsummate LoYe

³Look� oYer there�´ +e points to a small pin�point of light in the far distance� ³7hat¶s Seattle�´
³Do you alZays impress Zomen this Zay" &ome and fly in my helicopter"´ I ask� genuinely
interested�
³I¶Ye neYer Eought a girl up here� Anastasia� It¶s another first for me�´ +is Yoice is quiet� serious�
2h� that Zas an une[pected ansZer� Another first" 2h the sleeping thing� perhaps"
³Are you impressed"´
³I¶m aZed� &hristian�´
+e smiles�
³AZed"´ And for a Erief moment� he¶s his age again�
I nod�
³<ou¶re Must so« competent�´ �-ames� 2012� 66�

���
³Release�´ &hristian says into the radio� and suddenly the Piper disappears� and the pulling
sensation proYided Ey the small plane ceases� :e¶re floating� floating oYer *eorgia�
HoO\ IuFN ± iW¶V H[FiWinJ� 7he plane Eanks and turns as the Zing dips� and Ze spiral toZard the
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sun� ,FaruV� 7KiV iV iW� I am flying close to the sun� Eut he¶s Zith me� leading me� I gasp at the
reali]ation� :e spiral and spiral and� the YieZ in this morning light is spectacular�
³+old on tight�´ he shouts� and Ze dip again ± only this time he doesn¶t stop� suddenly� I am
upside doZn� looking at the ground through the top of the cockpit canopy� I squeal loudly� my
arms automatically lashing out� my hands splayed on the Perspe[ to stop me falling� I can hear
him laughing� %aVWarG! %ut his Moy is infectious� and I am laughing too as he rights the plane�
�-ames� 2012� �15�

���

Faithfulness in

Relationships

³I inspect the Eag of Means� Not only has 7aylor Erought me Means and neZ &onYerse� Eut a pale
Elue shirt� socks� and underZear� 2h my� A clean Era and panties ± actually to descriEe them in
such a mundane� utilitarian Zay does not do them Mustice� 7hey are an e[quisite design of some
fancy (uropean lingerie� All pale Elue lace and finery� :oZ� I am in aZe and slightly daunted Ey
this underZear� � :hat¶s more� they fit perfectly� %ut of course they do�´ �-ames� 2012� 52�

50�

Faithfulness in

Relationships

³2utside� it¶s a mild May Sunday� 7he sun is shining and the traffic is light� *rey turns left and
strolls to the corner� Zhere Ze stop Zaiting for the lights of the pedestrian crossing to change�
+e¶s still holding my hand� ,¶m in WKH VWrHHW� anG &KriVWian *rH\ iV KoOGinJ m\ KanG� No one has
eYer held my hand� I feel giddy� and I tingle all oYer� I attempt to smother the ridiculous grin that
threatens to split my face in tZo� 7r\ Wo EH FooO� $na� my suEconscious implores me� 7he green
man appears� and Ze¶re off again�´ �-ames� 2012� �2�

51�

Faithfulness in +igher

PoZer

³:ell� you knoZ a lot more aEout me noZ�´ he snaps� his mouth presses into a hard line� ³I kneZ
you Zere ine[perienced� Eut a YirJin!´ +e says it like it¶s a really dirty Zord� ³+ell� Ana� I Must
shoZed you�´ he groans� ³May *od forgiYe me� +aYe you eYer Eeen kissed� apart from Ey me"´
�-ames� 2012� 7��

52� Faithfulness to oneself

³I am going to tie you to that Eed� Anastasia� %ut I¶m going to Elindfold you first and�´ he reYeals
his iPod in his hand� ³you Zill not Ee aEle to hear me� All you Zill hear is the music I am going
to play for you�´
2kay� A musical interlude� not Zhat I Zas e[pecting� Does he eYer do Zhat I e[pect" -ee]� I hope
it¶s not rap�
³&ome�´ 7aking my hand� he leads me oYer to the antique four�poster Eed� 7here are shackles



137

attached at each corner� fine metal chains Zith leather cuffs� glinting against the red satin�
2h Eoy� I think my heart is going to leaYe my chest� and I¶m melting from the inside out� desire
coursing through me� &ould I Ee any more e[cited"
³Stand here�´ �-ames� 2012� ��7�����

5�� Structure macro �7hematic�

.ate is my roommate� and she has chosen today of all days to succumE to the flu� 7herefore� she
cannot attend the interYieZ she¶d arranged to do� Zith some mega�industrialist tycoon I¶Ye neYer
heard of� for the student neZspaper� So I haYe Eeen Yolunteered� I haYe final e[ams to cram for�
one essay to finish� and I¶m supposed to Ee Zorking this afternoon� Eut no ± today I haYe to driYe
a hundred and si[ty�fiYe miles to doZntoZn Seattle in order to meet the enigmatic &(2 of *rey
(nterprises +oldings Inc� �-ames� 2012� 7�

5�� Structure macro �7hematic�

I thaZ a little and take another sip of champagne�
³Right ± Eondage�´ he says� returning to the list� I e[amine the list� and my inner goddess
Eounces up and doZn like a small child Zaiting for ice cream�
Is %ondage acceptaEle to the SuEmissiYe"
� +ands in front � +ands Eehind Eack
� Ankles � .nees
� (lEoZs
� :rists to ankles
� Spreader Ears
� 7ied to furniture
� %lindfolding
� *agging
� %ondage Zith Rope
� %ondage Zith 7ape
� %ondage Zith leather cuffs
� Suspension
� %ondage Zith handcuffs�metal restraints �-ames� 2012� 1�1�1�2�

Structure macro �7hematic� 7he Zalls and ceiling are a deep� dark Eurgundy� giYing a ZomE�like effect to the spacious room�
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55� and the floor is old� old Yarnished Zood� 7here is a large Zooden cross like an ; fastened to the
Zall facing the door� It¶s made of high�polished mahogany� and there are restraining cuffs on
each corner� AEoYe it is an e[pansiYe iron grid suspended from the ceiling� eight�foot square at
least� and from it hang all manner of ropes� chains� and glinting shackles� %y the door� tZo long�
polished� ornately carYed poles� like spindles from a Eanister Eut longer� hang like curtain rods
across the Zall� �-ames� 2012� 71�

56� Structure macro �7hematic�

%ut Zhat dominates the room is a Eed� It¶s Eigger than king�si]e� an ornately carYed rococo four�
poster Zith a flat top� It looks late nineteenth century� 8nder the canopy� I can see more gleaming
chains and cuffs� 7here is no Eedding��� Must a mattress coYered in red leather and red satin
cushions piled at one end� �-ames� 2012� 72�

57� Structure macro �7hematic�

.ate is my roommate� and she has chosen today of all days to succumE to the flu� 7herefore� she
cannot attend the interYieZ she¶d arranged to do� Zith some mega�industrialist tycoon I¶Ye neYer
heard of� for the student neZspaper� So I haYe Eeen Yolunteered� I haYe final e[ams to cram for�
one essay to finish� and I¶m supposed to Ee Zorking this afternoon� Eut no ± today I haYe to driYe
a hundred and si[ty�fiYe miles to doZntoZn Seattle in order to meet the enigmatic &(2 of *rey
(nterprises +oldings Inc� �-ames� 2012� 7�

5�� Structure macro �7hematic�

³:ell� you¶d Eetter driYe carefully�´ +is tone is stern� authoritatiYe� :hy should he care" ³Did
you get eYerything you need"´ he adds�
³<es sir�´ I reply� packing the recorder into my satchel� +is eyes narroZ� speculatiYely�
³7hank you for the interYieZ� Mr� *rey�´
³7he pleasure¶s Eeen all mine�´ he says� polite as eYer�
As I rise� he stands and holds out his hand�
³8ntil Ze meet again� Miss Steele�´ And it sounds like a challenge� or a threat� I¶m not sure
Zhich� I froZn� :hen Zill Ze eYer meet again" I shake his hand once more� astounded that that
odd current EetZeen us is still there� It must Ee my nerYes� �-ames� 2012� 15�

5�� Structure macro �7hematic�
I thaZ a little and take another sip of champagne�
³Right ± Eondage�´ he says� returning to the list� I e[amine the list� and my inner goddess
Eounces up and doZn like a small child Zaiting for ice cream�
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Is %ondage acceptaEle to the SuEmissiYe"
� +ands in front � +ands Eehind Eack
� Ankles � .nees
� (lEoZs
� :rists to ankles
� Spreader Ears
� 7ied to furniture
� %lindfolding
� *agging
� %ondage Zith Rope
� %ondage Zith 7ape
� %ondage Zith leather cuffs
� Suspension
� %ondage Zith handcuffs�metal restraints �-ames� 2012� 1�1�1�2�

60� Structure macro �7hematic�

³I could try�´ I Zhisper�
³*ood�´ +e smiles� ³NoZ term� 2ne month instead of three is no time at all� especially if you
Zant a Zeekend aZay from me each month� I don¶t think I¶ll Ee aEle to stay aZay from you for
that length of time� I can Earely manage it noZ�´ he pauses�
+e can¶t stay aZay from me" :hat"
³+oZ aEout� one day oYer one Zeekend per month you get to yourself ± Eut I get a midZeek
night that Zeek"´
³2kay�´
³And please� let¶s try it for three months� If it¶s not for you then� you can Zalk aZay anytime�´
³7hree months"´ I¶m feeling railroaded� I take another large sip of Zine and treat myself to
another oyster� I could learn to like these� �-ames� 2012� 155�

61� Structure macro �7hematic�
7his man� Zhom I once thought of as a romantic hero ± a EraYe shining Zhite knight� or the dark
knight as he said� +e¶s not a hero� he¶s a man Zith serious� deep emotional flaZs� and he¶s
dragging me into the dark� &an I not guide him into the light"
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³I still Zant more�´ I Zhisper�
³I knoZ�´ he says� ³I¶ll try�´
I Elink up at him� and he relinquishes my hand and pulls at my chin� releasing my trapped lip�
³For you� Anastasia� I Zill try�´ +e¶s radiating sincerity� �-ames� 2012� 2���

62� Structure macro �7hematic�

I shudder at the thought of Eeing flogged or Zhipped� Spanking proEaEly Zouldn¶t Ee so Ead�
humiliating though� And tied up" :ell he did tie my hands together� 7hat Zas« Zell it Zas hot�
really hot� so perhaps that Zon¶t Ee so Ead� +e Zon¶t loan me to another Dominant ± damn right
he Zon¶t� 7hat Zould Ee totally unacceptaEle� :K\ am , HYHn WKinNinJ aEouW WKiV" �-ames� 2012�
12��

6�� Structure macro �7hematic�

³Don¶t touch me�´ I hiss� I straighten and stare at him� and he¶s Zatching me as if I might Eolt�
gray eyes Zide� Eemused� I dash the tears angrily out of my eyes Zith the Eacks of my hands�
glaring at him�
³7his is Zhat you really like" Me� like this"´ I use the sleeYe of the EathroEe to Zipe my nose�
+e ga]es at me Zarily�
³:ell� you are one fucked�up son of a Eitch�´
³Ana�´ he pleads� shocked�
³Don¶t you dare� Ana me� <ou need to sort your shit out� *rey�´ And Zith that� I turn stiffly� and
I Zalk out of the playroom� closing the door quietly Eehind me� �-ames� 2012� �51�

6�� Microstructure
�%ackground�

³&hristian is taking me to Seattle this eYening�´
³Seattle"´
³<es�´
³MayEe you Zill WKHn"´
³2h� I hope so�´ �-ames� 2012� 62�

65� Microstructure
�%ackground�

:ell« I¶d Eetter go� then�´ I murmur� Zincing as I sit up�
³No� don¶t go�´ +e sounds panicked�
³7here¶s no point in me staying�´ Suddenly� I feel tired� really dog�tired� and I Zant to go noZ� I
climE out of Eed� and &hristian folloZs�
³I¶m going to get dressed� I¶d like some priYacy�´ I say� my Yoice flat and empty as I leaYe him
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standing in the Eedroom� �-ames� 2012� �5��

66� Microstructure �Detail�

³I¶m a Yery priYate person� Miss Steele� I go a long Zay to protect my priYacy� I don¶t often giYe
interYieZs�´ he trails off�
³:hy did you agree to do this one"´
³%ecause I¶m a Eenefactor of the 8niYersity� and for all intents and purposes� I couldn¶t get Miss
.aYanagh off my Eack� She Eadgered and Eadgered my PR people� and I admire that kind of
tenacity�´ �-ames� 2012� 1��

67� Microstructure �Detail�
³I am going to tie you to that Eed� Anastasia� %ut I¶m going to Elindfold you first and�´ he reYeals
his iPod in his hand� ³you Zill not Ee aEle to hear me� All you Zill hear is the music I am going
to play for you�´ �-ames� 2012� ��7�

6�� Microstructure �Detail�

7his man� Zhom I once thought of as a romantic hero ± a EraYe shining Zhite knight� or the dark
knight as he said� +e¶s not a hero� he¶s a man Zith serious� deep emotional flaZs� and he¶s
dragging me into the dark� &an I not guide him into the light"
³I still Zant more�´ I Zhisper�
³I knoZ�´ he says� ³I¶ll try�´
I Elink up at him� and he relinquishes my hand and pulls at my chin� releasing my trapped lip�
³For you� Anastasia� I Zill try�´ +e¶s radiating sincerity� �-ames� 2012� 2���

6�� Microstructure �Detail�

I shudder at the thought of Eeing flogged or Zhipped� Spanking proEaEly Zouldn¶t Ee so Ead�
humiliating though� And tied up" :ell he did tie my hands together� 7hat Zas« Zell it Zas hot�
really hot� so perhaps that Zon¶t Ee so Ead� +e Zon¶t loan me to another Dominant ± damn right
he Zon¶t� 7hat Zould Ee totally unacceptaEle� :K\ am , HYHn WKinNinJ aEouW WKiV" �-ames� 2012�
12��

70� Microstructure �Detail�

³Put your hands up on either side of your head�´ he orders�
I oEey immediately�
³:hy am I doing this� Anastasia"´ he asks�
³%ecause I rolled my eyes at you�´ I can Earely speak�
³Do you think that¶s polite"´
³No�´
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³:ill you do it again"´
³No�´
³I Zill spank you each time you do it� do you understand"´ �-ames� 2012� 1�2�

71� Microstructure �Intention�

³I¶m a Yery priYate person� Miss Steele� I go a long Zay to protect my priYacy� I don¶t often giYe
interYieZs�´ he trails off�
³:hy did you agree to do this one"´
³%ecause I¶m a Eenefactor of the 8niYersity� and for all intents and purposes� I couldn¶t get Miss
.aYanagh off my Eack� She Eadgered and Eadgered my PR people� and I admire that kind of
tenacity�´ �-ames� 2012� 1��

72� Microstructure �Intention�

I am plagued Ey one question � Zhy is he like this" Is it Eecause he Zas seduced at such a young
age" I Must don¶t knoZ� +e¶s still such a mystery�
I stop Eeside a large spruce and put my hands on my knees� Ereathing hard� dragging precious air
into my lungs� 2h� this feels good� cathartic� I can feel my resolYe hardening� �-ames� 2012�1���

7�� Microstructure �Intention�

+e¶s such a complicated person� And noZ I haYe an insight as to Zhy� A young man depriYed of
his adolescence� se[ually aEused Ey some eYil Mrs� RoEinson figure« no Zonder he¶s old Eefore
his time� My heart fills Zith sadness at the thought of Zhat he must haYe Eeen through� �-ames�
2012� 1�2�

7�� Synta[ �&oherent�

³Is it easy to find Zomen Zho Zant to do this"´
+e raises an eyeEroZ at me�
³<ou¶d Ee ama]ed�´ he says dryly�
³7hen Zhy me" I really don¶t understand�´
³Anastasia� I¶Ye told you� 7here¶s something aEout you� I can¶t leaYe you alone�´ +e smiles
ironically� ³I¶m like a moth to a flame�´ +is Yoice darkens� ³I Zant you Yery Eadly� especially
noZ� Zhen you¶re Eiting your lip again�´ +e takes a deep Ereath and sZalloZs�
My stomach somersaults ± he Zants me« in a Zeird Zay� true� Eut this Eeautiful� strange� kinky
man Zants me� �-ames� 2012� 75�

75� Synta[ �&oherent�
³:e¶re here Eecause you said yes� Anastasia� And you ran from me� I am going to hit you si[
times� and you Zill count Zith me�´
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:hy the hell doesn¶t he Must get on Zith it" +e alZays makes such a meal of punishing me� I roll
my eyes� knoZing full Zell he can¶t see me� �-ames� 2012� 1�2�

76� Synta[ �&oherent�

³I¶m mad Eecause you neYer mentioned *eorgia to me� I¶m mad Eecause you Zent drinking Zith
that guy Zho tried to seduce you Zhen you Zere drunk and Zho left you Zhen you Zere ill Zith
an almost complete stranger� :hat kind of friend does that" And I¶m mad and aroused Eecause
you closed your legs on me�´ +is eyes glitter dangerously� and he¶s sloZly inching up the hem of
my dress� �-ames� 2012� 2���

77� Synta[ �Sentence form�

7hat¶s Zhy you haYe to trust me� I Zill fuck you� any time� anyZay� I Zant ± anyZhere I Zant� I
Zill discipline you� Eecause you Zill screZ up� I Zill train you to please me� %ut I knoZ you¶Ye
not done this Eefore� Initially� Ze¶ll take it sloZly� and I Zill help you� :e¶ll Euild up to Yarious
scenarios� �-ames� 2012� 155�

7�� Synta[ �Sentence form� I scoZl at her and reach into my Eack pocket for his Eusiness card� I take a deep� steadying
Ereath� and Zith shaking fingers� I dial the numEer� �-ames� 2012� 2��

7� Synta[ �Sentence form� &hristian opens the door and directs me to one of the seats at the Yery front�
³Sit ± don¶t touch anything�´ he orders as he clamEers in Eehind me� �-ames� 2012� 6��

�0� Synta[ �Pronoun� 7herefore� she cannot attend the interYieZ she¶d arranged to do� Zith some mega�industrialist
tycoon I¶Ye neYer heard of� for the student neZspaper� �-ames� 2012� 7�

�1� Synta[ �Pronoun�

I can make an e[ception� or mayEe comEine the tZo� Ze¶ll see� I really Zant to make loYe to you�
Please� come to Eed Zith me� I Zant our arrangement to Zork� Eut you really need to haYe some
idea Zhat you¶re getting yourself into� :e can start your training tonight ± Zith the Easics� 7his
doesn¶t mean I¶Ye come oYer all hearts and floZers� it¶s a means to an end� Eut one that I Zant�
and hopefully you do too� �-ames� 2012� �0�

�2� Synta[ �Pronoun�

+e holds his hand out to me� his eyes are Eright� ferYent« e[cited� and I put my hand in his� +e
pulls me up and into his arms so I can feel the length of his Eody against mine� this sZift action
taking me Ey surprise� +e runs his fingers round the nape of my neck� Zinds my ponytail around
his Zrist� and gently pulls so I¶m forced to look up at him� +e ga]es doZn at me� �-ames�
2012��0�

��� Synta[ �Pronoun� I hope you made it home in that car of yours�
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Let me knoZ if you¶re okay� �-ames� 2012� 17��

��� Synta[ �Stylistic�

Aren¶t you in a meeting"
I¶m Yery glad your hand Zas sore�
And if I listened to my Eody� I¶d Ee in Alaska Ey noZ�
Ana
PS� I Zill think aEout emEracing these feelings� �-ames� 2012� 207�

�5� Synta[ �Stylistic�
7he Dominant may flog� spank� Zhip or corporally punish the SuEmissiYe as he sees fit� for
purposes of discipline� for his oZn personal enMoyment� or for any other reason� Zhich he is not
oEliged to proYide �-ames� 2012� 11��

�6� Rhetorical �*raphics�
Am I suEmissiYe" MayEe I come across that Zay� MayEe I misled him in the interYieZ� I¶m shy�
yes« Eut suEmissiYe" I let .ate Eully me ± is that the same" And those soft limits� Mee]� My
mind Eoggles� Eut I¶m reassured that they are up for discussion� �-ames� 2012� 125�

�7� Rhetorical �*raphics�

³:hy do you say that"´ +e cocks his head to one side� intrigued� a hint of a smile playing on his
lips�
³It¶s oEYious� isn¶t it"´ ,¶m unFoorGinaWHG� VFruII\� anG ,¶m noW EOonGH�
³Not to me�´ he murmurs� +is ga]e is intense� all humor gone� and strange muscles deep in my
Eelly clench suddenly� I tear my eyes aZay from his scrutiny and stare Elindly doZn at my
knotted fingers� �-ames� 2012� 15�

��� Rhetorical �*raphics�
%HauWiIuO� I flush Zith pleasure� &hristian *rey thinks I¶m Eeautiful� I knot my fingers together�
staring at them hard� trying to conceal my goofy grin� 3HrKaSV KH¶V nHar�ViJKWHG� my
suEconscious has reared her somnamEulant head� �-ames� 2012� 7��

��� Rhetorical �Metaphor�
7his man� Zhom I once thought of as a romantic hero ± a EraYe shining Zhite knight� or the dark
knight as he said� +e¶s not a hero� he¶s a man Zith serious� deep emotional flaZs� and he¶s
dragging me into the dark� &an I not guide him into the light" �-ames� 2012�2���

�0� Rhetorical �([pression�
³+e¶s coming oYer early Saturday to help load up�´ She hugs the hairErush� Eoy has she got it
Ead� and I feel a familiar faint staE of enYy� .ate has found herself a normal man� and she looks
so happy� �-ames� 2012� 1���

�1� Rhetorical �([pression� ³Aagghh�´ I cry out� It takes me Ey surprise� and it doesn¶t e[actly hurt� Eut tingles all oYer� and
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he hits me again� +arder� �-ames� 2012� ��0�

�2� Rhetorical �([pression�

³Please don¶t Ee mad at me�´ I Zhisper�
³I¶m not mad at you�´
I stare at him� +e sighs�
³<es� I am mad at you�´ +e closes his eyes Eriefly�
³Palm�tZitchingly mad"´ I ask nerYously� �-ames� 2012� ��0�

N29(L �2 � 7KH 1oWHEooN

N2 &A7(*2R< DA7A

��� +ard :ork

³+e especially liked to look at the trees and their reflections in the riYer� North &arolina trees are
Eeautiful in deep autumn� greens� yelloZs� reds� oranges� eYery shade in EetZeen� 7heir da]]ling
colors gloZ Zith the sun� and for the hundredth time� Noah &alhoun Zondered if the original
oZners of the house had spent their eYenings thinking the same things�
7he house Zas Euilt in 1772� making it one of the oldest� as Zell as largest� homes in NeZ %ern�
2riginally it Zas the main house on a Zorking plantation� and he had Eought it right after the Zar
ended and had spent the last eleYen months and a small fortune repairing it�´ �Sparks� 1��6� ��

��� +ard :ork

N2A+ *27 8P at fiYe and kayaked for an hour up %rices &reek� as he usually did� :hen he
finished he changed into his Zork clothes� Zarmed some Eread rolls from the day Eefore�
graEEed a couple of apples and Zashed his Ereakfast doZn Zith tZo cups of coffee�
+e Zorked on the fencing again� repairing the posts� �Sparks� 1��6� 12�

�5� +ard :ork

For the ne[t eight years he Zorked for *oldman� As the years dragged on� the company greZ
and he Zas promoted� %y 1��0 he had mastered the Eusiness and Zas running the entire
operation� Erokering the deals and managing a staff of thirty� 7he yard had Eecome the largest
scrap�metal dealer on the east coast� �Sparks� 1��6� 15�

�6� +ard :ork Noah &alhoun Zatched the fading sun sink loZer from the porch of his plantation�style home�
+e liked to sit here in the eYenings� especially after Zorking hard all day� and let his thoughts
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Zander� It Zas hoZ he rela[ed� a routine he¶d learned from his father� �Sparks� 1��6� 2��

�7� +ard :ork

*us said� ³<ou knoZ� the ghost� the memory� I Eeen Zatchin¶ you Zorkin¶ day and night� slaYin¶
so hard you Earely haYe time to catch your Ereath� People do that for three reasons� (ither they
cra]y� or stupid� or tryin¶ to forget� And Zith you� I kneZ you Zas tryin¶ to forget� I Must didn¶t
knoZ Zhat� �Sparks� 1��6� ���

��� Religious
³<ou are the ansZer to eYery prayer I¶Ye offered� <ou are a song� a dream� a Zhisper� and I don
t
knoZ hoZ I could haYe liYed Zithout you for as long as I haYe� I loYe you� Allie� more than you
can eYer imagine� I alZays haYe and I alZays Zill�´ �Sparks� 1��6� 2���

��� Religious
³7hen� turning aZay� I EoZ my head and pray silently for the strength I knoZ I Zill need� I haYe
alZays Eeen a firm EelieYer in *od and the poZer of prayer� though to Ee honest� my faith has
made for a list of questions I definitely Zant ansZered after I¶m gone�´ �Sparks� 1��6� 21�

100� .ind
³<ou Zere alZays nice like that�´ she said� trying to rela[� She looked past him toZards the
house� ³<ou did a Zonderful MoE restoring it� It looks perfect� Must like I kneZ it Zould
someday�´ �Sparks� 1��6� 2��

101� .ind

³If you¶re happy� Allie� and you loYe him� I Zon¶t try to stop you from going Eack to him� %ut if
there¶s a part of you that isn¶t sure� then don¶t do it� 7his isn¶t the kind of thing you go into
halfZay�´
+er ansZer came almost too quickly� ³I¶m making the right decision� Noah�´ �Sparks� 1��6� 2��

102� .ind

³:hat happened to her leg"´ she asked� stalling for time�
³+it Ey a car a feZ months Eack� Doc +arrison� the Yet� called me to see if I Zanted her Eecause
her oZner didn¶t any more� After I saZ Zhat had happened� I guess I Must couldn¶t let her Ee put
doZn��
³<ou Zere alZays nice like that�´ she said� trying to rela[� She paused� then looked past him
toZard the house� �Sparks� 1��6� ���

10�� .ind

<ou arH m\ EHVW IriHnG aV ZHOO aV m\ OoYHr� anG , Go noW NnoZ ZKiFK ViGH oI \ou , HnMo\ WKH moVW�
, WrHaVurH HaFK ViGH� MuVW aV , KaYH WrHaVurHG our OiIH WoJHWKHr� <ou KaYH VomHWKinJ inViGH \ou�
1oaK� VomHWKinJ EHauWiIuO anG VWronJ� .inGnHVV� WKaW
V ZKaW , VHH ZKHn , OooN aW \ou noZ� WKaW
V
ZKaW HYHr\onH VHHV� .inGnHVV� �Sparks� 1��6� 10��
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10�� Patient
I haYe no complaints aEout my path and the places it has taken me� enough complaints to fill a
circus tent aEout other things� mayEe� Eut the path I¶Ye chosen has alZays Eeen the right one�
and I Zouldn¶t haYe had it any other Zay� �Sparks� 1��6� 17�

105� +onest
+e could not understand losing you� Eut hoZ could he" (Yen as you e[plained that you had
alZays loYed me� and that it Zouldn¶t Ee fair to him� he did not release your hand� �Sparks�
1��6� �27��2��

106� 7alented

³%y the Zay� I¶Ye Eeen meaning to ask� do you still paint"´
She shook her head� ³Not anymore�´
+e Zas stunned� ³:hy not" <ou haYe
so much talent�´
³I don¶t knoZ����´
³Sure you do� <ou stopped for a reason�´ �Sparks� 1��6� 1�0�1�1�

107� 7alented
-ust Eefore I graduated� my professor� Zho happened to also Ee the critic for the paper� told me I
had a lot of talent� +e told me I should try my luck as an artist� %ut I didn¶t listen to him�´
�Sparks� 1��6� 1�1�

10�� Strong Zoman

³If you¶re happy� Allie� and you loYe him� I Zon¶t try to stop you from going Eack to him� %ut if
there¶s a part of you that isn¶t sure� then don¶t do it� 7his isn¶t the kind of thing you go into
halfZay�´
+er ansZer came almost too quickly� ³I¶m making the right decision� Noah�´ �Sparks� 1��6� 2��

10�� Strong Zoman

³*oodEye Noah�� she said quietly� +e nodded Zithout speaking� 7here Zasn
t anything else to
say� they Eoth kneZ that� She turned from him and left� closing the door Eehind her� Noah
Zatched her dim aZay Zithout looking Eack� She Zas a strong Zoman� he thought to himself�
and he kneZ then Zhere Allie got it� �Sparks� 1��6� 77�

110� Strong Zoman

³<ou can
t liYe your life for other people� <ou
Ye got to do Zhat
s right for you� eYen if it hurts
some people you loYe��
�I knoZ�� she said� �Eut no matter Zhat I choose I haYe to liYe Zith it� ForeYer� I haYe to Ee aEle
to go forZard and not look Eack anymore� &an you understand that"´ �Sparks� 1��6� 7��

111� Strong Zoman I loYe you so deeply� so incrediEly much� that I Zill find a Zay to come Eack to you despite my
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disease� I promise you that� And this is Zhere the story comes in� :hen I am lost and lonely�
read this story² Must as you told it to the children²and knoZ that in some Zay I Zill reali]e it
s
aEout us� And perhaps� Must perhaps� Ze Zill find a Zay to Ee together again� �Sparks� 1��6� 10��
110�

112� Liking %ut he had Eeen in loYe once� that he kneZ� 2nce and only once� and a long time ago� And it had
changed him foreYer� Perfect loYe did that to a person� and this had Eeen perfect� �Sparks� 1��6�
6�

11�� Liking

+e rememEered talking to *us aEout her� 7he first time he mentioned her� *us started to shake
his head and laugh� ³So that¶s the ghost you Eeen running from�´ :hen asked Zhat he meant�
*us said� ³<ou knoZ� the ghost� the memory� I Eeen Zatchin¶ you Zorkin¶ day and night� slaYin¶
so hard you Earely haYe time to catch your Ereath� People do that for three reasons� (ither they
cra]y� or stupid� or tryin¶ to forget� And Zith you� I kneZ you Zas tryin¶ to forget� I Must didn¶t
knoZ Zhat�´ �Sparks� 1��6� ��

11�� Liking
³I¶m sorry if I made you feel uncomfortaEle� Allie� I didn¶t mean to� %ut that summer has stayed
Zith me and proEaEly alZays Zill� I knoZ it can¶t Ee the same EetZeen us� Eut that doesn¶t
change the Zay I felt aEout you then�´ �Sparks� 1��6� 5��

115� Infatuated LoYe

+e arriYed alone� and as he strolled through the croZd� looking for friends� he saZ Fin and
Sarah� tZo people he¶d groZn up Zith� talking to a girl he¶d neYer seen Eefore� She Zas pretty�
he rememEered thinking� and Zhen he finally Moined them� she looked his Zay Zith a pair of
ha]y eyes� ³+i�´ she¶d said simply as she offered her hand� ³Finley¶s told me a lot aEout you�´
An ordinary Eeginning� something that Zould haYe Eeen forgotten had it Eeen anyone Eut her�
%ut as he shook her hand and met those striking emerald eyes� he kneZ Eefore he¶d taken his
ne[t Ereath that she Zas the one he could spend the rest of his life looking for Eut neYer find
again� She seemed that good� that perfect� �Sparks� 1��6� 7�

116� (mpty LoYe

³<ou told me aEout it the ne[t day� It hurt my feelings� too� I liked your parents and I had no
idea they didn¶t like me�´
³It Zasn¶t that they didn¶t like you� 7hey didn¶t think you deserYed me�´
³7here¶s not much difference�´
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³I knoZ that I alZays did� MayEe that¶s Zhy my mother and I alZays seem to haYe a distance
EetZeen us Zhen Ze talk�´
³+oZ do you feel aEout it noZ"´
³7he same as I did Eack then� 7hat it¶s Zrong� that it isn¶t fair� It Zas a terriEle thing for a girl to
learn� that status is more important than feelings�´ �Sparks� 1��6� �5�

117� (mpty LoYe

³Do]ens of letters� I Zrote to you for tZo years Zithout receiYing a single reply�´
She sloZly shook her head Eefore loZering her eyes� ³I didn¶t knoZ´ she said finally� quietly�
and he kneZ it must haYe Eeen her mother checking the mail� remoYing the letters Zithout her
knoZledge� It Zas Zhat he had alZays suspected� and he Zatched as Allie came to the same
reali]ation� �Sparks� 1��6� �5�

11�� Romantic LoYe

7he graYel crunched Eeneath their feet as they Zalked� +e asked� ³Allie� do you loYe him"´
She ansZered automatically� ³<es� I loYe him�´
7he Zords hurt� %ut again he thought he heard something in her tone� as if she Zere saying it to
conYince herself� +e stopped and gently took her shoulders in his hands� making her face him�
7he fading sunlight reflected in her eyes as he spoke�
³If you¶re happy� Allie� and you loYe him� I Zon¶t try to stop you from going Eack to him� %ut if
there¶s a part of you that isn¶t sure� then don¶t do it� 7his isn¶t the kind of thing you go into
halfZay�´ �Sparks� 1��6� 27�2��

11��

+e sat in the rocker again� trying once more to fathom the eYening that had Must passed�
Replaying it� Running it in sloZ motion� ³She¶s engaged�´ he finally Zhispered� and then Zas
silent for hours� his rocker making the only noise� 7he night Zas quiet� Zith little actiYity e[cept
for &lem� Zho checked on him occasionally as if to ask� ³Are you all right"´
And some time after midnight on that clear 2ctoEer eYening� Noah Zas oYercome Zith longing�
And if anyone had seen him� they Zould haYe seen Zhat looked like an old man� someone Zho¶d
aged a lifetime in Must a couple of hours� Someone Eent oYer in his rocker Zith his face in his
hands and tears in his eyes�
+e didn¶t knoZ hoZ to stop them� �Sparks� 1��6� �6��7�



150

120� &ompanionate loYe Sometimes� Zhen I am standing there� I think aEout hoZ lucky I am to haYe Eeen married to her
for almost forty�nine years� Ne[t month it Zill Ee that long� She heard me snore for the first
forty�fiYe� Eut since then Ze haYe slept in separate rooms� �Sparks� 1��6� ������

121� Fatuous loYe
I loYe you� Allie� I am Zho I am Eecause of you� <ou are eYery reason� eYery hope and eYery
dream I
Ye eYer had� and no matter Zhat happens to us in the future� eYery day Ze are together is
the greatest day of my life� I Zill alZays Ee yours�
And� my darling� you Zill alZays Ee mine� �Sparks� 1��6� ���

122� &onsummate LoYe

She held my arm confidently� Eut I rememEer clearly that my oZn hands Zere shaking�
�I
m so sorry to haYe to tell you this�� Dr� %arnZell Eegan� �Eut you seem to Ee in the early
stages of Al]heimer¶s���´
7he Zords echoed in my head� WKH HarO\ VWaJHV oI $O]KHimHr¶V«
My Zorld spun in circles� and I felt her grip tighten on my arm� She Zhispered� almost to herself�
�2h� Noah � � � Noah � � �´ �Sparks� 1��6� ���

12�� &onsummate LoYe

�7ake your time�� I say� I knoZ Zhat she Zill ask�
Finally she turns to me and looks into my eyes� She offers a gentle smile� the kind you share Zith
a child� not a loYer�
�I don
t Zant to hurt your feelings Eecause you
Ye Eeen so nice to me� Eut����
I Zait� +er Zords Zill hurt me� 7hey Zill tear a piece from my heart and leaYe a scar�
�:ho are you"� �Sparks� 1��6� �6�

12�� Faithfulness in relationships ³+e continued to think aEout Allie� especially at night� +e Zrote her once a month Eut neYer
receiYed a reply� (Yentually he Zrote a final letter and forced himself to accept the fact that the
summer they¶d spent Zith one another Zas the only thing they¶d eYer share�´ �Sparks� 1��6� 62�

125� Faithfulness in relationships

³+oZ aEout you"´ she asked�
³Did you eYer think aEout us"´
³All the time� I still do�´
³Are you seeing anyone"´
³No�´ he ansZered� shaking his head�´ �Sparks� 1��6� 127�12��

126� Faithfulness in relationships ³+e Zrapped his arms around her�
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³Allie� I can¶t force you to stay Zith me� %ut no matter Zhat happens in my life� I¶ll neYer forget
these last couple of days Zith you� I¶Ye Eeen dreaming aEout this for years�´ �Sparks� 1��6� 27��

127� Faithfulness in relationships
³I¶Ye heard it Eefore� haYen¶t I"´
³<es�´ I say again� Must as I do eYery time on days like these� I haYe learned to Ee patient�
She studies my face� +er eyes are as green as ocean ZaYes� �Sparks� 1��6�2���

12��

Faithfulness in +igher

PoZer

³I tell the truth�
³She Zas my dream� She made me Zho I am� and holding her in my arms Zas more natural to me
than my oZn heartEeat� I think aEout her all the time� (Yen noZ� Zhen I¶m sitting here� I think
aEout her� 7here could neYer haYe Eeen another�´ �Sparks� 1��6� ���

12��

Faithfulness in +igher

PoZer

³I¶ll neYer leaYe you� :hat Ze haYe is foreYer�´ She knoZs this is all I can do� for neither of us
Zants empty promises� %ut I can tell Ey the Zay she is looking at me that once again she Zishes
there Zere more�´ �Sparks� 1��6� �5��

1�0� Faithfulness to oneself
7oZards the end of their relationship she¶d told him once� ³I Zish I could giYe you Zhat you¶re
looking for� Eut I don¶t knoZ Zhat it is� 7here¶s a part of you that you keep closed off from
eYeryone� including me� It¶s as if your¶ mind is on someone else� �Sparks� 1��6� 16�

1�1� Structure macro �7hematic�

As she did� she thought aEout her parents and Zhat they Zould think of her EehaYior� No douEt
they Zould disapproYe� especially her mother� +er mother had neYer really accepted Zhat had
happened the summer they¶d spent here and Zouldn¶t accept it noZ� no matter Zhat reason she
gaYe� �Sparks� 1��6� 11�

1�2� Structure macro �7hematic�

Fin ended up Eeing right on Eoth counts� Most of the summer she had to make e[cuses to her
parents ZheneYer they Zanted to see each other� It Zasn¶t that they didn¶t like him²it Zas that
he Zas from a different class� too poor� and they Zould neYer approYe if their daughter Eecame
serious Zith someone like him� ³I don¶t care Zhat my parents think� I loYe you and alZays Zill�´
she Zould say� ³:e¶ll find a Zay to Ee together�´ �Sparks� 1��6� 1��

1��� Structure macro �7hematic�
+e nodded� and she Zent on� ³I got home a little late that eYening� and my parents Zere furious
Zhen I finally came in� I can still picture my daddy standing in the liYing room smoking a
cigarette� my mother on the sofa staring straight ahead� I sZear� they looked as if a family
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memEer had died� 7hat Zas the first time my parents kneZ I Zas serious aEout you� and my
mother had a long talk Zith me later that night� She said to me� µI¶m sure you think that I don¶t
understand Zhat you¶re going through� Eut I do� It¶s Must that sometimes our future is dictated Ey
Zhat Ze are� as opposed to Zhat Ze Zant�¶ I rememEer Eeing really hurt Zhen she said that�´
�Sparks� 1��6� ���

1��� Structure macro �7hematic�
³<ou can still do it� Allie� I knoZ you can� <ou haYe a talent that comes from inside you� from
your heart� not from your fingers� :hat you haYe can¶t eYer go aZay� It¶s Zhat other people only
dream aEout� <ou¶re an artist� Allie�´ �Sparks� 1��6� ���

1�5� Structure macro �7hematic�
+e continued to think aEout Allie at night� +e Zrote to her once a month Eut neYer receiYed a
reply� (Yentually he Zrote one final letter and forced himself to accept the fact that the summer
they¶d spent Zith one another Zas the only thing they¶d eYer share� �Sparks� 1��6� 15�

1�6� Structure macro �7hematic�

³:hy Zouldn¶t you think so"´ She seemed genuinely surprised� ³<ou neYer ansZered my
letters�´
³<ou Zrote"´
³Do]ens of letters� I Zrote to you for tZo years Zithout receiYing a single reply�´ �Sparks� 1��6�
�5�

1�7� Structure macro �7hematic�

�7hese are the letters that Noah Zrote to you� I neYer threZ them aZay� and they haYen
t Eeen
opened� I knoZ I shouldn
t haYe kept them from you� and I
m sorry for that� %ut I Zas Must trying
to protect you� I didn
t reali]e���´
Allie took them and ran her hand oYer them� shocked� �Sparks� 1��6� 76�

1��� Structure macro �7hematic�
I pause for Must a moment� rememEering him� +e Zas four years old at the time� Must a EaEy� I
haYe liYed tZenty times as long as he� Eut if asked� I Zould haYe traded my life for his� It is a
terriEle thing to outliYe your child� a tragedy I Zish upon no one� �Sparks� 1��6� �2����

1��� Structure macro �7hematic�

�I
m so sorry to haYe to tell you this�� Dr� %arnZell Eegan� �Eut you seem to Ee in the early
stages of Al]heimer¶s���´
7he Zords echoed in my head� the early stages of Al]heimer¶s«
My Zorld spun in circles� and I felt her grip tighten on my arm� She Zhispered� almost to
herself� �2h� Noah � � � Noah � � �´ �Sparks� 1��6� ���
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1�0� Structure macro �7hematic�

I rememEer only Eits and pieces of Dr� %arnZell
s continuing e[planation�
�It
s a degeneratiYe Erain disorder affecting memory and personality � � � there is no cure or
therapy � � � there
s no Zay to tell hoZ fast it Zill progress ��� it differs from person to person� ��� I
Zish I kneZ more� � � � Some days Zill Ee Eetter than others� ��� It Zill groZ Zorse Zith the
passage of time� � � � I
m sorry � � �� �Sparks� 1��6� �0�

1�1� Structure macro �7hematic�

It has Eeen four years noZ� Since then Ze haYe made the Eest of it� if that is possiEle� Allie
organi]ed� as Zas her disposition� She made arrangements to leaYe the house and moYe here�
She reZrote her Zill and sealed it� She left specific Eurial instructions� and they sit in my desk� in
the Eottom draZer� I haYe not seen them� And Zhen she Zas finished� she Eegan to Zrite� Letters
to friends and children� Letters to Erothers and sisters and cousins� Letters to nieces� nepheZs
and neighEors� And a letter to me� �Sparks� 1��6� �0�

1�2� Superstructure �Schematic�

:+2 AM I" And hoZ� I Zonder� Zill this story end"
7he sun has come up and I am sitting Ey a ZindoZ that is foggy Zith the Ereath of a life gone
Ey� I¶m a sight this morning� tZo shirts� heaYy pants� a scarf Zrapped tZice around my neck and
tucked into a thick sZeater knitted Ey my daughter thirty Eirthdays ago� �Sparks� 1��6� 1�

1��� Superstructure �Schematic�

My life" It isn¶t easy to e[plain� It has not Eeen the rip�roaring spectacular I fancied it Zould Ee�
Eut neither haYe I EurroZed around Zith the gophers� I suppose it has most resemEled a Elue�
chip stock� fairly staEle� more ups than doZns� and gradually trending upZards oYer time� I¶Ye
learned that not eYeryone can say this aEout his life� %ut do not Ee misled� I am nothing special�
of this I am sure� I am a common man Zith common thoughts� and I¶Ye led a common life� 7here
are no monuments dedicated to me and my name Zill soon Ee forgotten� Eut I¶Ye loYed another
Zith all my heart and soul� and to me this has alZays Eeen enough� �Sparks� 1��6� 1�

1��� Superstructure �Schematic�

7he romantics Zould call this a loYe story� the cynics Zould call it a tragedy� In my mind it¶s a
little Eit of Eoth� and no matter hoZ you choose to YieZ it in the end� it does not change the fact
that it inYolYes a great deal of my life� I haYe no complaints aEout the path I¶Ye chosen to folloZ
and the places it has taken me²the path has alZays Eeen the right one� I Zouldn¶t haYe had it
any other Zay� �Sparks� 1��6� 1�

1�5� Superstructure �Schematic� 7ime� unfortunately doesn¶t make it easy to stay on course� 7he path is straight as eYer� Eut noZ
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it is streZn Zith the rocks and graYel that accumulate oYer a lifetime� 8ntil three years ago it
Zould haYe Eeen easy to ignore� Eut its impossiEle noZ� 7here is a sickness rolling through my
Eody� I¶m neither strong nor healthy� and my days are spent like an old party Ealloon� listless�
spongy and groZing softer oYer time� �Sparks� 1��6� 1�

1�6� Superstructure �Schematic�

As she did� she thought aEout her parents and Zhat they Zould think of her EehaYior� No douEt
they Zould disapproYe� especially her mother� +er mother had neYer really accepted Zhat had
happened the summer they¶d spent here and Zouldn¶t accept it noZ� no matter Zhat reason she
gaYe� �Sparks� 1��6� 11�

1�7� Superstructure �Schematic�

I reali]e that the odds� and science� are against me� %ut science is not the total ansZer� 7his I
knoZ� this I haYe learned in my lifetime� And that leaYes me Zith the Eelief that miracles� no
matter hoZ ine[plicaEle or unEelieYaEle� are real and can occur Zithout regard to the natural
order of things� So once again� Must as I do eYery day� I Eegin to read the noteEook aloud� so that
she can hear it� in the hope that the miracle that has come to dominate my life Zill once again
preYail� �Sparks� 1��6� ��

1��� Superstructure �Schematic�

I loYe you so deeply� so incrediEly much� that I Zill find a Zay to come Eack to you despite my
disease� I promise you that� And this is Zhere the story comes in� :hen I am lost and lonely�
read this story² Must as you told it to the children²and knoZ that in some Zay I Zill reali]e it
s
aEout us� And perhaps� Must perhaps� Ze Zill find a Zay to Ee together again� �Sparks� 1��6� 10��
110�

1��� Superstructure �Schematic�
7+( S72R< ends there� so I close the noteEook� remoYe my glasses and Zipe my eyes� I look
at her noZ that I haYe finished� Eut she does not look Eack� Instead she is staring out of the
ZindoZ at the courtyard� Zhere friends and family meet� �Sparks� 1��6� 10��110�

150� Superstructure �Schematic�

And after our son died� the one Zho resemEled his mother � � � It Zas the hardest time Ze eYer
Zent through� and the Zords still ring true today�
,n WimHV oI JriHI anG VorroZ , ZiOO KoOG \ou anG roFN \ou� anG WaNH \our JriHI anG maNH iW m\
oZn� :KHn \ou Fr\� , Fr\� anG ZKHn \ou KurW� , KurW� $nG WoJHWKHr ZH ZiOO Wr\ Wo KoOG EaFN WKH
IOooGV oI WHarV anG GHVSair anG maNH iW WKrouJK� �Sparks� 1��6� �1�

151� Superstructure �Schematic� I knoZ you cared for him� And his reaction proYes to me he cared for you as Zell� (Yen as you
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e[plained that you had alZays loYed me� and that it Zouldn
t Ee fair to him� he did not release
your hand� I knoZ he Zas hurt and angry� and tried for almost an hour to change your mind� Eut
Zhen you stood firm and said� �I can
t go Eack Zith you� I
m so sorry�� he kneZ that your
decision had Eeen made� <ou said he simply nodded and the tZo of you sat together for a long
time Zithout speaking� I haYe alZays Zondered Zhat he Zas thinking as he sat Zith you� Eut I
m
sure it Zas the same Zay I felt only a feZ hours Eefore� And Zhen he finally Zalked you to your
car� you said he told you that I Zas a lucky man� +e EehaYed as a gentleman Zould� and I
understood then Zhy your choice Zas so hard� �Sparks� 1��6� ���

152� Microstructure
�%ackground�

And that leaYes me Zith the Eelief that miracles� no matter hoZ ine[plicaEle or unEelieYaEle� are
real and can occur Zithout regard to the natural order of things� So once again� Must as I do eYery
day� I Eegin to read the noteEook aloud� so that she can hear it� in the hope that the miracle that
has come to dominate my life Zill once again preYail� �Sparks� 1��6� ��

15�� Microstructure
�%ackground�

:ho am I kidding" I lead a simple life noZ� I am foolish� an old man in loYe� a dreamer Zho
dreams of nothing Eut reading to Allie and holding her ZheneYer I can� I am a sinner Zith many
faults and a man Zho EelieYes in magic� Eut I am too old to change and too old to care� �Sparks�
1��6� ���

15�� Microstructure
�%ackground�

Most of the summer she had to make e[cuses to her parents ZheneYer they Zanted to see each
other� It Zasn¶t that they didn¶t like him²it Zas that he Zas from a different class� too poor� and
they Zould neYer approYe if their daughter Eecame serious Zith someone like him� �Sparks�
1��6� 1��

155� Microstructure �Detail�

7he NoteEook Zas inspired Ey my Zife¶s grandparents� tZo Zonderful people Zho spent oYer 60
years together� My Zife Zas Yery fond of these tZo people²the other set of grandparents had
died Zhen she Zas young²and she Zas one of those people Zho loYed to Yisit on the Zeekends�
groZing up� :hen she turned si[teen� as soon as she got her license� she Zould driYe up to Yisit
them on the Zeekends and eYen Zhen she Zent off to college �aEout tZo hours aZay� she still
Zent to Yisit them a couple of times a month Must to check on them� to make sure they had
groceries� and all those things a nice granddaughter Zould do�
�https���nicholassparks�com�stories�the�noteEook��

https://nicholassparks.com/stories/the-notebook/
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156� Microstructure �Detail�

Most of the summer she had to make e[cuses to her parents ZheneYer they Zanted to see each
other� It Zasn¶t that they didn¶t like him²it Zas that he Zas from a different class� too poor� and
they Zould neYer approYe if their daughter Eecame serious Zith someone like him� �Sparks�
1��6� 1��

157� Microstructure �Detail�
³<ou can still do it� Allie� I knoZ you can� <ou haYe a talent that comes from inside you� from
your heart� not from your fingers� :hat you haYe can¶t eYer go aZay� It¶s Zhat other people only
dream aEout� <ou¶re an artist� Allie�´ �Sparks� 1��6� ���

15�� Microstructure �Detail�

7he house Zas Euilt in 1772� making it one of the oldest� as Zell as largest� homes in NeZ %ern�
2riginally it Zas the main house on a Zorking plantation� and he had Eought it right after the
Zar ended and had spent the last eleYen months and a small fortune repairing it� 7he reporter
from the Raleigh paper had done an article on it a feZ Zeeks ago and said it Zas one of the
finest restorations he¶d eYer seen� At least the house Zas� 7he rest of the property Zas another
story� and that Zas Zhere Noah had spent most of the day� �Sparks� 1��6� ���

15�� Microstructure �Intention�
It Zas a long moment Eefore she ansZered� ʊIµm engaged�
+e looked doZn Zhen she said it� suddenly feeling Must a Eit Zeaker� So that Zas it� 7hatµs Zhat
she needed to tell him� �Sparks� 1��6� 25�

160� Microstructure �Intention�
So once again� Must as I do eYery day� I Eegin to read the noteEook aloud� so that she can hear it�
in the hope that the miracle that has come to dominate my life Zill once again preYail� And
mayEe� Must mayEe� it Zill� �Sparks� 1��6� ��

161� Microstructure
�Assumption�

Most of the summer she had to make e[cuses to her parents ZheneYer they Zanted to see each
other� It Zasn¶t that they didn¶t like him²it Zas that he Zas from a different class� too poor� and
they Zould neYer approYe if their daughter Eecame serious Zith someone like him� �Sparks�
1��6� 1��

162� Microstructure
�Assumption�

As she did� she thought aEout her parents and Zhat they Zould think of her EehaYior� No douEt
they Zould disapproYe� especially her mother� +er mother had neYer really accepted Zhat had
happened the summer they¶d spent here and Zouldn¶t accept it noZ� no matter Zhat reason she
gaYe� �Sparks� 1��6� 11�

16�� Synta[ �&oherent� ³+it Ey a car a feZ months Eack� Doc +arrison� the Yet� called me to see if I Zanted her Eecause
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her oZner didn¶t any more� After I saZ Zhat had happened� I guess I Must couldn¶t let her Ee put
doZn�� �Sparks� 1��6� ���

16�� Synta[ �&oherent�

�<ou
re Eetter than I rememEered� Allie��
�<ou
re sZeet� Noah��
««««««««�
�I
m not saying it Eecause I
m sZeet� I
m saying it Eecause I loYe you noZ and I alZays haYe�
More than you can imagine�� �Sparks� 1��6� 2���2�5�

165� Synta[ �Sentence form�
Anne Nelson said to her daughter as the three of them sat around
S P 2 AdY
the coffee taEle in the liYing room� �Sparks� 1��6� 7��

166� Synta[ �Sentence form� Anne nodded and Zatched her daughter for a moment� Zondering� �Sparks� 1��6�76�
S P 2 AdY

167� Synta[ �Sentence form�
Noah &alhoun Zatched the fading sun sink loZer from the porch of
S P 2 AdY

his plantation�style home� �Sparks� 1��6� ��

16�� Synta[ �Pronoun�
7he sun has come up and I am sitting Ey a ZindoZ that is foggy Zith the Ereath of a life gone
Ey� I¶m a sight this morning� tZo shirts� heaYy pants� a scarf Zrapped tZice around my neck and
tucked into a thick sZeater knitted Ey my daughter thirty Eirthdays ago� �Sparks� 1��6� 1�

16�� Synta[ �Pronoun�
I sit for Must a second and stare at her� Eut she doesn¶t return the look� I understand� for she
doesn¶t knoZ Zho I am� I¶m a stranger to her� 7hen� turning aZay� I hoZ my head and pray
silently for the strength I knoZ I Zill need� �Sparks� 1��6� ��

170� Synta[ �Pronoun� Later in the summer he Erought her to this house� looked past the decay� and told her that one
day he Zas going to oZn it and fi[ it up� �Sparks� 1��6� ��

171� Synta[ �Pronoun� +e chuckled lightly� and then paused� ³Allie� I¶Ye got some Ead neZs� I Zas going to take you
someplace� Eut Zith those clouds coming in I¶m not sure Ze should go�´ �Sparks� 1��6� 56�

172� Synta[ �Stylistic�
:( +A9( LI9(D at &reekside ([tended &are Facility for three years noZ� It Zas her decision
to come here� partly Eecause it Zas near our home� Eut also Eecause she thought it Zould Ee
easier for me� :e Eoarded up our home Eecause neither of us could Eear to sell it� signed some
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papers� and receiYed a place to liYe and die in e[change for some of the freedom for Zhich Ze
had Zorked a lifetime� �Sparks� 1��6� �6�

17�� Synta[ �Stylistic�

7+( S72R< ends there� so I close the noteEook� remoYe my glasses and Zipe my eyes� I look
at her noZ that I haYe finished� Eut she does not look Eack� Instead she is staring out of the
ZindoZ at the courtyard� Zhere friends and family meet�
I read to her this morning� as I do eYery morning� Eecause it is something I must do� Not for
duty²although I suppose a case could Ee made for this²Eut for another� more romantic reason�
�Sparks� 1��6� ���

17�� Rhetorical �*raphics�

0\ GHarHVW $OOiH�
7KH SorFK iV ViOHnW H[FHSW Ior WKH VounGV WKaW IOoaW Irom WKH VKaGoZV� anG Ior onFH , am aW a OoVV
Ior ZorGV� ,W iV a VWranJH H[SHriHnFH Ior mH� Ior ZKHn , WKinN oI \ou anG WKH OiIH ZH KaYH VKarHG�
WKHrH iV muFK Wo rHmHmEHr� $ OiIHWimH oI mHmoriHV� %uW Wo SuW iW inWo ZorGV" , am noW a SoHW� anG
\HW a SoHm iV nHHGHG Wo IuOO\ H[SrHVV WKH Za\ , IHHO aEouW \ou� �Sparks� 1��6� �2�

175� Rhetorical �Metaphor�

My life" It isn¶t easy to e[plain� It has not Eeen the rip�roaring spectacular I fancied it Zould Ee�
Eut neither haYe I EurroZed around Zith the gophers� I suppose it has most resemEled a Elue�
chip stock� fairly staEle� more ups than doZns� and gradually trending upZards oYer time�
�Sparks� 1��6�1�

176� Rhetorical �Metaphor�

Dusk� I reali]ed� is Must an illusion� Eecause the sun is either aEoYe the hori]on or EeloZ it� And
that means that day and night are linked in a Zay that feZ things are� there cannot Ee one
Zithout the other� yet they cannot e[ist at the same time� +oZ Zould it feel� I rememEer
Zondering� to Ee alZays together� yet foreYer apart" I knoZ the ansZer noZ� I knoZ Zhat it
s
like to Ee day and night noZ� alZays together� foreYer apart� �Sparks� 1��6� ���

177� Rhetorical �([pression�

I smile� �I
m here Eecause this is Zhere I
m supposed to Ee� It
s not complicated� %oth you and I
are enMoying ourselYes� Don
t dismiss my time Zith you²it
s not Zasted� It
s Zhat I Zant� I sit
here and Ze talk and I think to myself� ³:hat could Ee Eetter than Zhat I am doing noZ"�
�Sparks� 1��6� ���

17�� Rhetorical �([pression� ³I can¶t tonight� honey�´ he Zould e[plain� ³I¶m sorry� Eut I can¶t� Let me make it up to you
later�´ �Sparks� 1��6� 52�
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