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MOTTOS 

 

“Always bear in mind that your own resolution to succeed is more 

IMPORTANT THAN ANY OTHERS” 

 Abraham Lincoln 
 

It is not our abilities that show what we truly are, it is our choices  
J.K. Rowling 

 

 You become what you believe 

Oprah Winfrey 
 

Tidaklah akan berpindah Kaki seorang hamba pada hari 

kiamat, sampai ia ditanya Tentang 4 perkasa. Tentang 

umurnya, bagaimana ia menghabiskannya; Tentang 

jasadnya, bagaimana ia mempergunakannya; Tentang 

hartanya, dari mana ia mendapatkannya dan kemana ia 

menghabiskannya; dan Tentang ilmunya, bagaimana ia 

mengamalkannya. 

 Ad Darimi; 538  
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INTERRUPTION IN LUMET’S 12 ANGRY MEN MOVIE:  

A CONVERSATION ANALYSIS 

 

Rendra Novian Rizan Jaya 

12211141032 

 

ABSTRACT 

  

 This research employs Conversation Analysis (CA) to analyze interruptions 

in 12 Angry Men. This research is aimed at describing the types of interruptions 

employed by the characters in the movie as well as the purposes of interruptions. 

 In attaining the objectives of the research, descriptive qualitative research 

was employed in this research. The data were collected in the form of utterances 

indicating interruptions, while the context of the data was in the form of dialogues. 

However, the source of data was the film entitled 12 Angry Men. Two instruments 

were employed in this research, i.e. the researcher and the data sheet. To validate 

all the data and the findings, the researcher applied peer debriefing technique by 

discussing with his two supervisors and students of English Literature.   

 Two findings can be drawn in this research. Firstly, the four types of 

interruptions are found in this research. They are simple interruptions, overlap 

interruptions, butting-in interruptions, and silent interruptions. Overlap 

interruptions appear frequently and this means the interrupter is highly involved 

and very enthusiastic to follow the conversation. This interruption also means that 

the interrupter is trying to elaborate the conversation. However, silent interruption 

only appears once out of 39 data. This interruption occurs to show the interrupter’s 

understanding about the topic. Secondly, all of the functions of interruption are 

found in this research. They are disruptive interruptions, cooperative interruptions, 

and neutral interruptions. Disruptive interruptions occur to show disagreement, to 

take the floor, and to change the topic of discussion. To take the floor is not found 

in the data since there is no jury who tries to take others floor. However, cooperative 

purposes appear to support the current speaker. In cooperative interruptions, the 

speaker mostly wants to show clarification. Meanwhile, neutral interruptions 

employed by the interrupter is used neither to disrupt nor to collaborate with the 

current speaker. It occurs to show neutrality.  

 

Keywords: Conversation Analysis, interruption, 12 Angry Men 


