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MOTTOS 

 

“Always bear in mind that your own resolution to succeed is more 

IMPORTANT THAN ANY OTHERS” 

 Abraham Lincoln 
 

It is not our abilities that show what we truly are, it is our choices  
J.K. Rowling 

 

 You become what you believe 

Oprah Winfrey 
 

Tidaklah akan berpindah Kaki seorang hamba pada hari 

kiamat, sampai ia ditanya Tentang 4 perkasa. Tentang 

umurnya, bagaimana ia menghabiskannya; Tentang 

jasadnya, bagaimana ia mempergunakannya; Tentang 

hartanya, dari mana ia mendapatkannya dan kemana ia 

menghabiskannya; dan Tentang ilmunya, bagaimana ia 

mengamalkannya. 

 Ad Darimi; 538  

 

 

  



vi 
 

DEDICATIONS 

 

This Thesis is dedicated to:  

MY MOTHER 

MY FAMILY AND RELATIVES 

and 

MY ADORABLE FRIENDS 



vii 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

In the name of Allah, the most Beneficent, the most Merciful. All praise is 

due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. Without His mercy, this thesis is far from 

being finished. I also express my deepest gratitude on record to all parties who have 

lend their hand directly or indirectly to compose this research. Here, my sincere 

gratitude is presented to: 

1. my first supervisor, Titik Sudartinah, S.S., M.A., for guiding me with her 

support, patience, and insightful comment; 

2. my second supervisor Susana Widyastuti S.S., M.A., Ph.D., for her effort in 

guiding me during the process of thesis writing; 

3. my Academic Advisor, Rachmat Nurcahyo, S.S., M.A., for his advice, 

support, and comment during my study in State University of Yogyakarta; 

4. all lecturers at English Education Department, for their best effort and 

immense contribution during my study in State University of Yogyakarta; 

5. my mother, Endang Hartiningsih, for her best advice and eternal wishes 

which make me stronger from time to time, my uncles, Drs. Bambang Sri 

Sunarto and Drs. Bambang Purnomo, for their best advice and knowledge; 

6. all the members of Wiro Hartono family for their support; 

7. my beloved friends, Muhammad Wildani, Mono, Yuli, Vonita, Ellis, Rini, 

Joe, and my friends of Le Krasak Boutique Hotel and New Saphir Hotel 

Yogyakarta for their encouragement during the process of writing the thesis;  



viii 
 

8. the members of class F of English Literature 2012, Arif, Umam, Teo, Anjar, 

Taufiq, and Andi, for their assistance and enjoyable time, the girls, Sarah 

and Ellis, for all the fun we have had, Tiara and Anti for their advice and all 

of my classmates of class F and Linguistics major; and 

9. many people who gave me help and support during the process of writing 

the thesis who cannot be mentioned one by one. 

 I regard that this thesis has many weaknesses. Therefore, suggestions and 

comments are needed for this thesis improvement. Hopefully, my thesis would be 

useful for many parties. 

Yogyakarta, January 30th, 2017 

 

 

Rendra Novian Rizan Jaya 

  



ix 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

TITLE .................................................................................................................. i 

APPROVAL SHEET .......................................................................................... ii 

RATIFICATION SHEET .................................................................................. iii 

SURAT PERNYATAAN ...................................................................................... iv 

MOTTOS ............................................................................................................. v 

DEDICATIONS .................................................................................................. vi 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ................................................................................ vii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .................................................................................... ix 

LIST OF FIGURE, TABLES, AND SYMBOLS  ............................................ xii 

ABSTRACT ......................................................................................................... xiii 

CHAPTER I  INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study ........................................................................... 1 

B. Focus of the Study ..................................................................................... 4 

C. Objectives of the Study ............................................................................. 5 

D. Significance of the Study .......................................................................... 6 

CHAPTER II  LITERATURE REVIEW AND CONCEPTUAL 

FRAMEWORK 

A. Literature Review ...................................................................................... 7 

1. Conversation Analysis........................................................................ 7 

a. Adjacency Pairs ........................................................................... 8 

b. Preference Organization .............................................................. 10 

c. Backchannels............................................................................... 11 

d. Repairs......................................................................................... 12 

e. Context ........................................................................................ 14 

f. Turn Taking ................................................................................. 15 

2. Interruption ......................................................................................... 16 

a. Types of Interruption................................................................... 18 

1) Simple Interruption .............................................................. 18 

2) Overlap Interruption ............................................................. 18 

3) Butting-in Interruption ......................................................... 19 

4) Silent Interruption ................................................................ 20 

b. Purposes of Interruption .............................................................. 20 

1) Disruptive ............................................................................. 21 



x 
 

a) Disagreement ....................................................................... 21 

b) Floor Taking ......................................................................... 22 

c) Topic Change ....................................................................... 22 

2) Cooperative ................................................................................. 23 

a) To Show Agreement  ........................................................... 23 

b) To Show Understanding....................................................... 23 

c) To Show Interest in Topic .................................................... 24 

d) To Show Clarification .......................................................... 25  

3) Neutral Interruption  .................................................................... 25 

3. Previous Studies ................................................................................. 26 

4. 12 Angry Men  .................................................................................... 28 

B. Conceptual Famework  ............................................................................. 29 

CHAPTER III  RESEARCH METHOD 

A. Type of the Research ................................................................................. 32 

B. Form, Context and Source of Data ............................................................ 33 

C. Instrument of the Research........................................................................ 33 

D. Data Collection Technique ........................................................................ 34 

E. Data Analysis Technique .......................................................................... 35 

F. Trustworthiness ......................................................................................... 36 

CHAPTER IV  FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

A. Findings ..................................................................................................... 38 

B. Discussion ................................................................................................. 40 

1. Types of Interruption .......................................................................... 41 

a. Simple Interruption ..................................................................... 41 

b. Overlap Interruption .................................................................... 45 

c. Butting-in Interruption ................................................................ 49 

d. Silent Interruption ....................................................................... 53 

2. Purposes of Interruption ..................................................................... 54 

a. Disruptive .................................................................................... 54 

1) Disagreement ....................................................................... 54 

2) Topic Change ....................................................................... 59 

b. Cooperative ................................................................................. 62 

1) To Show Agreement  ........................................................... 63 

2) To Show Understanding....................................................... 65 

3) To Show Clarification .......................................................... 69 

c. Neutral Interruption ..................................................................... 72 

CHAPTER V  CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

A. Conclusions ............................................................................................... 75 

B. Suggestions ............................................................................................... 77 

REFERENCES .................................................................................................... 78 



xi 
 

APPENDICES 

A. Data Sheet of Types and Purposes of Interruption in Lumet’s 12 Angry 

Men Movie ................................................................................................ 81 

B. Surat Pernyataan Triangulasi ................................................................... 104 

  



xii 
 

LIST OF FIGURE, TABLES, AND SYMBOLS 

 

Figure 

Figure 1. Analytical Construct .............................................................................. 31 

 

Tables 

Table 1. Sample Data Sheet of Types and Purposes of Interruption Presented 

by the Characters in Lumet’s 12 Angry Men Movie ............................... 35 

Table 2. Frequency of Occurrence of Types and Purposes of 

Interruption Presented by the Characters in Lumet’s 12 Angry Men Movie 

 ............................................................................................................................... 39 

 

Symbols 

(silent)  : the word “silent” in double brackets indicates a mute 

words : the words printed in bold indicate an interruption 

 : the symbol “    “ which comes before bold words indicates a  

    simultaneous speech where an interruption appears between two 

    different speakers    



xiii 
 

INTERRUPTION IN LUMET’S 12 ANGRY MEN MOVIE:  

A CONVERSATION ANALYSIS 

 

Rendra Novian Rizan Jaya 

12211141032 

 

ABSTRACT 

  

 This research employs Conversation Analysis (CA) to analyze interruptions 

in 12 Angry Men. This research is aimed at describing the types of interruptions 

employed by the characters in the movie as well as the purposes of interruptions. 

 In attaining the objectives of the research, descriptive qualitative research 

was employed in this research. The data were collected in the form of utterances 

indicating interruptions, while the context of the data was in the form of dialogues. 

However, the source of data was the film entitled 12 Angry Men. Two instruments 

were employed in this research, i.e. the researcher and the data sheet. To validate 

all the data and the findings, the researcher applied peer debriefing technique by 

discussing with his two supervisors and students of English Literature.   

 Two findings can be drawn in this research. Firstly, the four types of 

interruptions are found in this research. They are simple interruptions, overlap 

interruptions, butting-in interruptions, and silent interruptions. Overlap 

interruptions appear frequently and this means the interrupter is highly involved 

and very enthusiastic to follow the conversation. This interruption also means that 

the interrupter is trying to elaborate the conversation. However, silent interruption 

only appears once out of 39 data. This interruption occurs to show the interrupter’s 

understanding about the topic. Secondly, all of the functions of interruption are 

found in this research. They are disruptive interruptions, cooperative interruptions, 

and neutral interruptions. Disruptive interruptions occur to show disagreement, to 

take the floor, and to change the topic of discussion. To take the floor is not found 

in the data since there is no jury who tries to take others floor. However, cooperative 

purposes appear to support the current speaker. In cooperative interruptions, the 

speaker mostly wants to show clarification. Meanwhile, neutral interruptions 

employed by the interrupter is used neither to disrupt nor to collaborate with the 

current speaker. It occurs to show neutrality.  

 

Keywords: Conversation Analysis, interruption, 12 Angry Men 


