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IMPROVING THE SPEAKING SKILLS OF GRADE VIII STUDENTS OF 

SMP NEGERI 2 GODEAN THROUGH PICTURES  

 

By 

Gallis Nawang Ginusti 

09202241065 

 

Abstract 

 The objective of this research was to improve the speaking skills of Grade 

VIII students of SMP Negeri 2 Godean through pictures.  

 This research was classified as an action research. It was conducted in two 

cycles, which was held for four meetings in the first cycle and two meetings in the 

second cycle. The subjects of this research were 32 students of class VIII C of SMP 

Negeri 2 Godean. The data were qualitative and quantitative. The qualitative data 

were obtained through observations and interviews with the students, the English 

teacher, and the collaborators. The data were in the forms of field notes and 

interview transcripts. While the quantitative data were obtained from tests (pre-test 

and post-test) and questionnaires. The validity of the research was obtained by 

adopting four criteria of validity namely democratic validity, process validity, 

outcome validity, and dialogic validity. In addition, this research applied some 

triangulation techniques, such as time triangulation, investigator triangulation and 

data triangulation. The actions implemented in this research were using pictures in 

the teaching and learning process of speaking, implementing picture-based 

activities, giving feedback to students’ performances, accustoming students to 

opening dictionaries, giving handouts as daily materials, and giving rewards the 

active students. 

The results of the research showed that the implementation of pictures in 

the teaching and learning process of speaking was believed to be effective to 

improve the students’ speaking skills. The students’ motivation increased. They 

were more enthusiastic in learning speaking. Moreover, the students were interested 

in various materials presented by the teacher. They could get involved actively in 

the speaking learning process. Furthermore, the result of the research also showed 

that the improvement on the teaching and learning process affected the 

improvement on the students’ speaking skills. The students’ speaking skills were 

measured quantitatively by comparing the mean score of pre-test and post-test. The 

result revealed that the mean score of the students’ speaking performance increased 

from 20.22 in the pre-test to 27.30 in the post-test. The gain score of the students’ 

speaking skills was 7.08. 



1 
 

CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION  

 

A. Background of the Study 

In Indonesia, English is one of the compulsory subjects taught in junior 

high school. There are four skills that should be mastered namely listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing. Speaking is considered as an important skill to 

be accomplished by students. 

As a language is used as a tool of communication, the ability of speaking 

or communicating with others takes an important role. People should know how 

to express thoughts, opinions, feelings, and ideas through the language.  

Furthermore, Lyle (1993) in Bertram (2002) states that oral language is 

a very important link in the process of students' learning and thinking 

development. Oral language provides a foundation for the development of other 

language skills. As children talk about themselves and their experiences, they 

are learning to organize their thinking and to focus their ideas. Bertram (2002) 

also adds that it is important to provide opportunities for oral language to 

continue to grow in the classroom from those foundations. Before students 

achieve proficiency in reading and writing, oral language is one of the important 

means of learning and of acquiring knowledge. In fact throughout life, oral 

language skills remain essential for communication of ideas and intelligent 

conversations. 
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